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During the last session of Congress, the question | 


was raised by the gentleman from Alabama him- 
self, Mr. Cops,] who came here with an armful 
of bills, as to how many bills a member might in- 
troduce under this construction of the rules. 

~ Mr. COBB. I never came here with an arm- 
fal of bills. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman, I know, 
offered a proposition that no member should in- 
troduce more than one bill at a time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that when 
the States are being called for resolutions, gentle- 
men may introduce bills of which notice has been 
viven, without regard to the number of them. 
(jentlemen cannot, under the rules of the House, 
introduce more than one resolution, or one series 
of resolutions; but any number of bills, of which 
notice has been given, may be introduced. 

Mr. COBB. I am glad that it is so. I pro- 
nose now to introduce another bill, the object of 
which is, that all the public lands in the State of 
Alabama which have been unsold and unappro- 
priated, and have been in market for a period of 
twenty years, should be granted to that State, for 
the purposes stated in the bill. The title of the 
bill is as follows: 

«© A bill to grant to the State of Alabama, and 
other States having public lands, the unsold and 
unappropriated public lands that have been in 
market for twenty years and upwards, for pur- 
noses of education and internal improvement.”’ 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
L inds. 

Mr. COBB. I have another bill which | wish 
to introduce. I fear the House will think I am 
troublesome; but my duty demands that I should 
introduce these bills at this time. I ask leave to 
introduce the following bill: 

‘* A bill granting the right of way,and adonation 
of the public lands, to the State of Alabama, to 
aid in the construction of the Wills Valley Rail- 
road, and for other purposes.” 

The bill was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I risetoa 
question of order. Would it not be in order for 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Cosa] to 
pass up all the bills in his hands at once? 

Mr. COBB. I should prefer doing so. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order. 

Mr. COBB. I ask leave to introduce a bill in 
which the States of Virginia, Tennessee, and 
many other States are interested. It is a bill 
‘‘oranting the right of way and a portion of the 
public lands to aid in the construction of a rail- 
road from Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, to 
intersect the Charleston, Chattanooga, and Nash- 
ville Railroad, in Alabama.”’ 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. COBB. 1 would introduce another bill, 
entitled ** A bill granting the right of way and a 
donation of the public lands to the State of Ala- 
bama, to aid in the construction of the Cohabo 
Valley Railroad, in said State.’’ It is for the pur- 
pose of connecting the Tennessee and Alabama 
waters; an object which the Government has long 
had in view. 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. COBB. I have another bill here in which 
orphan children and others are interested. It is 
a bill entitled ** A bill to authorize the school 
commissioners of fractional township No. 1, range 
No.-10 east, in Alabama, to locate one section 
of land for school purposes.”’ 

he bill was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. COBB. Iask leave to introduce another 
bill, and Rave it referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. {[t is ‘* A bill granting the right 
of way to the State of Alabama, and a portion of 
the public lands, to aid in the construction of a 
railroad from Winchester, in the State of Ten- 
nessee, to some point on the Tennessee river, at or 
near Fort Deposit, Alabama.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That bill refers | 
toarailroad commencing in my district; and I || 
would ask the gentleman from Alabama whether | 
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that road runs through one foot of the public 
lands from Winchester to the Tennessee river? 

Mr. COBB. Yea, sir, it does. 

Mr. JONES. Where is it? 

Mr. COBB. Near Flint river. 

Mr. JONES. The people of that country do 
not know where it is then : 

I would further inquire of the gentleman wheth- 
er the railroad mentioned in the first bill, com- 
mencing at Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, 
and intersecting the Charleston, Chattanooga, and 
Nashville Railroad, passes through any of the 
public lands. ? 

Mr. COBB. 

Mr. JONES. 

Mr. COBB. 
ison counties. 

Mr. LETCHER. Icall the gentlemen to order. 

Mr. JONES. We do notask the right of way 
from this Government to open railroads through 
Tennessee. 

Mr. COBB. I was aware of that, and I there- 
fore got the Clerk to read the title of the bill, as I 
knew it would bring the gentleman from Tennes- 
see down upon me. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Tennessee {[Mr. Jones] object to the reception of 
the bill? 

Mr. JONES. Oh, no, not at all; but itis of no 
use to grant the right of way, or alternate sections 
in this case, because there are no public lands 
there. 

Mr. COBB. Oh, yes; they can get some within 
six miles of the road. 

Mr. JONES. They will have to get a search 
warrant to find it. [Laughter.] 

The bill was then read a first and second time 


by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


Mr. COBB also, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced the following bill; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands: 


‘* A bill to reduce and graduate the price of the 
public lands to actual settlers and cultivators.”’ 


Oh, much of it. 
| should like to know where? 
In portions of Jackson and Mad- 


Mr. COBB also, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced the following bill; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands: 

‘* A bill toauthorize the States in which sixteenth 
school sections are situated, to relinquish such 
lands reserved or granted for the use of schools 
as may be comparatively valueless or unfit for cul- 
tivation, and to select other lands in lieu thereof.”’ 

Mr. COBB. I have another bill here, and if 
the gentleman from Tennessee wants any informa- 
tion about it, I can tell him that if this bill passes 
we shall get some lands under it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It isthe first one, 
then, under which that will be the case. 

Mr. COBB then, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced the following bill; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands: 

‘© A bill granting the right of way and a dona- 
tion of land to the State of Alabama, in aid of 
the construction of the Coosa and Tennessee 
River Railroad in said State, leading from Gads- 


den to the Tennessee river, at or near Gunter’s 
Landing.” 


INDEMNITY TO SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. ORR, in pursuance of previous notice, in- 
troduced the following bill; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs: 

** A bill to indemnify the State of South Carolina 
for money expended for the United States, in *he 
war in Florida with the Seminole Indians.’’ 


DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


Mr. BOYCE. [I offer the following resolution; 
and upon it I demand the previous question: 


Resolved, That in view of the large and increasing sur 
plus now in the Treasury, the duties on imports should be 
so reduced as only to raise such a revenue as may be neces 
sary for an economical administration of the Government, 
and the duties should be so imposed as to equalize, as much 
as possible, the burdens of taxation to all classes and sec 
tions, and to insure the abstraction from the pockets of the 
people of as little as possible over and above what is paid 
into the Treasury. 


The House was then divided on the call for the 


previous question; and it was not seconded—only 
38 voting in the affirmative. 
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[ move to lay the resolution upon 


Mr. SAGE. 
the table. 

Mr. DRUM. 
that motion 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit whether 
the motion to lay upon the table did not come to 
late? The call for the previous question failed to 
be seconded, and the resolution, 
from 


I demand the yeas and nays upon 


if course, passed 
before the House. In my 
motion was not made in time. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution, the gentle- 
man from ‘Tennessee will remember, will not pasa 
from beforethe House unless debate arise upon it. 
No debate has occurred; and the motion to lay 
upon the table isa privileged one, and cuts off 
debate precisely like the call for the previous ques- 
tion. The Chair decides that the motion to lay 
upon the table was made in order 

Tellers were demanded on the call for the veas 
and nays; but were not ordered, 

Mr. DRUM. 
and nays. 

Mr. HILLYER. 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition now is to 
lay on the table, which cuts off all debate 


opinion, the 


I withdraw the call for the yeas 


I propose to debate the reso- 


The resolution was again read for the informa- 
tion of the House. 

‘The question was then put on the motion to 
lay upon the table; and, upon a division, there 
were—ayes 72, noes 76. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I call for the yeas and navs. 

Mr. SAGE. I withdraw the motion to lay the 
resolution upon the table. . 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move to refer 


the resolution to the Committee on Ways and 


Means. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 1 propose to 
debate the resolution. ; 
The SPEAKER. The resolution then lies 
over. 
U. S&S. DISTRICT COURT OF VIRGINIA. 


Mr. LETCHER asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill, of which previous notice had 
been given, entitled ‘* A bill to change the time 
of holding the district court of the United States 
in the western district of Virginia, and for other 
purposes; ”’ which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


COMMERCIAL RESTRICTIONS, 

Mr. FAULKNER offered the following reso- 
lution; which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to report to the House a statement of the privileges 
and restrictions of the commercial intercourse of the United 
States with all foreign nations, similar to that communicated 
to this House on the 29th March, 1842; and further, that he 
be requested to give a table exhibiting a comparative state 
ment between the tariff of other nations and that of the 


United States, similar to the one prepared and laid be fore 
this body in March, 1842. 


HOMESTEAD BILLS. 

Mr. DAWSON asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill, of which previous notice had 
been given, entitled **A bill to encourage agri- 
culture, commerce, manufactures, and ail other 
branches of industry, by granting to every man 
who is the head of a family, and a citizen of the 
United States, a homestead of one hundred and 
sixty acres of land, out of the public domain, on 
the condition of occupancy and cultivation of the 
same, for the period herein spectfied;’’ which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. GROW asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, entitled ‘*A bill to encourage agriculture, 
and all other branclies of industry, by granting 
to every person who is the head of a family one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, on the condition 
of oceupancy and cultivation for the period herein 
specified;’’ which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

EULOGIES ON WILLIAM R. KING. 

Mr. McNAIR. I beg to offer the following 

resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing cause to be 
published and boundin pamphlet form, in 
may seem to them appropriate, 


snch a manner as 
for the use of the H use, 
thirty thousand copies of the addresses made by members 
of the Senate and by members of the House, together with 
so much of the message of the President of the United 
States at the commencement of the session, as related to 
the death of the Hon. William R. King 
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I move the adoption of the resolution; and on it 
demand the previous question. . 

Mr. HAVEN. I submit that the resolution 
should go to the Committee on Printing, without 
any action of the House upon it. 

The SPEAKER. It must go to the committee, 
under a general law of Congress. 


CODIFICATION OF THE REVENUE LAWS. 


Mr. CURTIS. I movethat the House now pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution, which 
has come from the Senate, authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to pay all the expenditures 
of codifying and revising the revenue laws. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The motion in that form is 
not exactly inorder. A motion to go to the orders 
of the day upon the Speaker’s table would be in 
order. 

Mr. CURTIS. Then I make that motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suggest to the 
gentleman that he should allow the call for reso- 
lations to be finished before he makes that motion. 

Mr. CURTIS. I withdraw the motion in con- 
formity to the suggestion of the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is withdrawn, 
and resolutions are in order from the State of 
Pennsylvania. 

GRANT TO PENNSYLVANIA, 

Mr. STRAUB gave notice that on to-morrow, 
or some future day, he should ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill to grant a portion of the public domain 
to the State of Pennsylvania, for the purpose of 
aiding in the construction of the Sunbury and Erie 
Railroad. 


CENSUS REPORT. 


Mr. STRAUB also submitted the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That in addition to the number already 
ordered, there shall be five thousand copies of the report of 
the Superintendent of the Seventh Census, and thirty 
thousand copies of the abstract printed for the use of the 
members. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will go to 
the Committee on Printing, under the rule. 

MANUFACTURE OF SALT. 

Mr. DRUM offered a resolution which was 
read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re- 
quested to turnish to this House a statement of the number 
of establishments, and where located in the United States, 
engaged in the manufacture of salt; of the probable amount 
of capital invested in the said manufacture in each State, 
the average quantity annually manutactured at said estab- 
lishments, and a table of prices for which the said article 
has sold under the present rate of duties thereon; and also 
to inform the House of the annual amount of revenue re 
ceived from the importation of foreign salt into the United 
States. 

The me was taken, and the resolution was 
adopter ° 

COPYRIGHTS. 

Mr. CHANDLER asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, entitled ‘*A bill supplementary to an act 
entitled ‘an act to amend the several acts respect- 
ing copyrights,’’’? approved February 3, 1831; 
which was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
clary. 

CENSUS REPORT AGAIN. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania, introduced 
the following resolution: 
Resolved, That thirty thousand additional copies of the 


Seventh Census be printed for the use of the members of 


this House. 


The SPEAKER. It must go to the Committee 
on Printing, under the rule. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I hope it will be adopted 
without. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made, and, un- 
der the law of the two Houses, it must go to the 
committee. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent to withdraw from the files of the House, for 
the purpose of being used in the Senate, the peti- 
tion and papers of David Myerle, asking compen- 
sation for losses sustained in supplying the Gov- 
ernment with water-rotted hemp. 

The SPEAKER. It cannot be done under the 
rules: but the order will be made, unless it is ob- 
jected to. 

No objection being made, leave was granted. 
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SALE AND SETTLEMENT OF PUBLIC LANDS. 
AGRICULTURAL BUREAU. 

Mr. SKELTON, in pursuance of previmus no- 
tice, introduced bills of the following titles: 

A bill to provide for the sale and settlement of 
the public lands of the United States; and 

A bill for the establishment of an Agricultural 
Bureau; which were read the first and second 
time by their titles, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture. 

Mr. S. also introduced a bill for the relief of 
Elizabech Long; which was read the first and sec- 
ond time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE AT BUFFALO. 

Mr. HAVEN. [offer the following resolutions, 
and ask that they be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be, and it 
is hereby, instructed to inquire into the necessity and pro- 
priety of constructing a custom-house and Government 
warehouse at Buffalo, in the State of New York, with 
rooms suitable for holding the United States court therein, 
and that the said committee report to this House the con- 
clusions they shall arrive at upon said inquiry, and what 
action, if any, it may deem necessary and expedient for 
the public interest in the premises. 

Resolved, further, That the papers on file in this House, 
in reference to a marine hospital at Buffalo, in said State, 
be referred to said committee. 


The resolutions were referred as proposed. 
Mr. FENTON. I ask unanimous consent to 


withdraw from the files of the House the petition | 


and papers of Cornelius R. Lathrop, for the pur- 
pose of reference. 
The SPEAKER. Itis not in order to do so in 


open House, but it may be done by application at 


the Clerk’s desk. 


CENSUS REPORT. 


Mr. FENTON. I offer the following resolu- | 


tion: 


Resolved, That fifteen thousand copies of the report of | 


the Seventh Census of the United States be printed for the 
use and benefitof the new members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to be distributed equally among the aforesaid 
new members. 


The SPEAKER. The resolution is referred | 


to the Committee on Printing. 
OUTRAGES UPON AMERICAN CITIZENS. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I beg leave to offer the | 


following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States is re- | 


quested to furnish Congress, if, in his opinion, the public 


interests will allow, with copies of ali the correspondence | 


that has passed between this Government and Spain re- 


lating to the seizure and imprisonment of Captain Thad- | 


deus Beecher and the officers and crew of the schooner 
North Carolina, of and from New Haven, Connecticut, by 
the Spanish authorities at Porto Rico, in the month of 
March, 1850. 


The resolution having been read— 


Mr. INGERSOLL said: | am aware that, by | 
the rules of the House, if debate is proposed, the | 
resolution lies over; but I appeal to gentlemen of | 
the House, to allow me their unanimous consent, | 
under the peculiar circumstances of this case, to | 


make a statement, in as few words as possible, of 


the rae of the resolution which I have sent to | 


the Clerk’s desk. 
[Cries of **Go on!’’ **Go on !”’ 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will be al- | 


lowed to proceed by unanimous consent. 
Mr. WALSH. I object. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. appeal to my friend from | 


New York to withdraw his objection. 
Mr. WALSH. I withdraw it. 
Mr. LETCHER. 


if debate is proposed ? 


TheSPEAKER. It does, unless the gentleman || 


has the unanimous consent to proceed. 


Mr. WALSH. lIonly withdraw my objection | 
upon condition that the gentleman will be very || 


brief in his statement. 


Mr. I..GERSOLL. Mr. Speaker, I hope the |; 


House will allow me to call its attention, for 
a very few moments, to the facts in a case 
which, though affecting more particularly my 
constituents, yet, in their general bearing, are 
full of interest to every American who has the 
honor of his country at heart; who looks to 
its flag for protection; and who demands for 
it nothing that is not right, and submits to 
nothing that is wrong. I ought to premise that 
the case in question has been a matter of corre- 
spondence between the diplomatic bureaus of this 
country and Spain for the past three years, swing- 


Does this resolution go over | 


Dec. 14. 
ing like a pendulum to and fro; and it is on oi 
count of the great delay in bringing about 9 4;.. 
posal of it, and the fears I have, that if left to code 
nary diplomatic notes, an indemnification asst 
will be had for a most wanton and inhuman o 
upon the persons and property of America, 
zens, that I deem it a matter of duty to invite th 
attention of the country to it. The facts are g, b. 
stantially these, and I believe they will not ing 
puted : = 
On the 12th day of March, 1850, Mr. Thad- 
deus Beecher, of New Haven, in Connectiey; ios 
in command of the schooner North Carolina of 
and from New Haven, then lying at Porto Rew 
one of the West India islands, belonging tp the 
Government of Spain. On that day the schoo) C 
sailed, and on the same night was wrecked on pr 
of the points of that island. The vessel and care 
were nearly a total loss, but the officers and crey, 
with much_ peril, were safely landed, and jm. 
mediately Mr. Beecher repaired to Mayaguez 
the nearest port, to obtain assistance, Sea 
after his arrival at that place the captain of 
the port, a Spanish official, without any jug 
reason for so doing, ordered him to return to 
the wreck, threatening him with immediate im. 
prisonment for any disobedience of the order 
In consequence of that order, Mr. Beecher was 
obliged to return to the schooner without bein 
able to see, or to obtain any assistance from the 
American consular agent at that port. With 
the assistance, however, of his officers and crew 
and at the imminent peril of their lives, he mh 
ceeded in saving a few articles from the wreck 
and they were sent ashore in a boat dispatched by 
the American consular agent for that purpose, when 
they were seized upon by the Spanish authorities: 
and Mr. Beecher, his officers and crew, were for- 
bidden to leave the island. They were detained 
without any reason whatever for more than 
thirty days, until the arrival at Mayaquez ‘of 
the United States sloop-of-war Albany, Captain 
Randolph. Mr. Beecher then, having applied 
to the American consular agent in vain, availed 
himself of the presence of the Albany, and ap- 
plied to Captain Randolph for redress. As 
soon as the captain of the port heard of the 
conference between Captain Randolph and Mr. 
Beecher, he sent an order for the latter to attend 
immediately at his office, which order was obeyed. 
Mr. Beecher ascertained that it was the intention 
of the captain of the port to inflict imprisonment 
on him and his crew, for having laid his griev- 
ances before Captain Randolph, and at once sent 
a note to the American consular agent, request- 
ing his advice and assistance, when, by the order 
of this captain of the port, Mr. Beecher, his offi- 
cers and crew, were marched through the streets 
by a file of soldiers, the American flag flying from 
the mast-head of a ship-of-war in sight before 
them, and thrust into a filthy cell, in company 
with a supposed felon; and in a few moments, as 
if in aggravation of the insult offered (to use the 
language of our minister at Madrid, in laying this 
case before the Government of Spain) to the flag 
of the United States, as well as to Mr. Beecher 
_and his companions, a sheep was driven in to be 
stabled! and here they remained until the exer- 
tions of Captain Randolph procured for them a 
release from their loathsome confinement. 
This, sir, is a simple statement of facts, drawn 
from official sources; and when it is borne in 
mind that already three years have passed since 
these outrages were committed, and yet no redress 
has been granted by the Government of Spain to 
Captain Beecher or his companions, one may well 
express surprise and astonishment. Here is a 
case where treaty stipulations have been violated, 
and the rights of humanity trampled upon; the 
| person of an American citizen insulted and im- 
srisoned, his property illegally seized and with- 
held to this day from him, and, to add to this, the 
flag of his country outraged, and that, too, by a 
Government which has received every considera- 
tion of respect from this; and yet we are,as it were, 
| quietly submitting to it all. I say submitting. 
Nor, sir, am I ignorant of what has passed be- 
|| tween the two Governments of America and Spain 
in relation to this case. 1T am aware that our Gov- 
|| ernment was prompt in demanding satisfaction to 
|| Captain Beecher, and I know also that the Spanish 
| Government has acknowledged the wrong done 
| him, by removing from office the official who 
| figured as the ‘‘ Captain of the port’? at the time 
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referred to; but the claim for damages remains 
unsettied, and, from all that [I can see, is likely to 
remain so for years to come, unless the new leaf 
in the book of American dip lomacy opened by 
he President in his noble inaugural, acted upon 
by Captain Ingraham, and commented upon by 
the Secretary of State, is again read over. Mr. 
Sneaker, | am a man of peace, but not of that 
neace which is purchased with servility. The peace 
that is lasting, which carries with it honor and 
security to the citizen, is best preserved by an 
e _— and a readiness to redress wrongs. 

» English nation is powerful, and whoever 
visits E ngland will be struck with the deep-seated 
loyalty ofits people. What gives it this strength. 
and from whence springs this great loyalty? I will 
tell vou. The feeling socommon among English- 
men—a feeling bern with them, and which grows 
with their growth—that the Government of Eng- 
land is prompt to vindicate a wrong done to the 
meanest of its subjects. Place an Englishman 
where you will—on the snows of Siberia, or the 
sands of Sahara—and you will generally find him 
thesame loyal subject you meet with daily in St. 
James street, or the neighborhood of the Tower of | 
London. 

Far be it from me to underrate the attachment 
fmy own countrymen to their land, its institu- 
tions, and its privileges; and yet truth compels 
me to say, that upon more than one occasion have 
I found it difficult to repress my feelings, when 
abroad I have seen an American citizen traveling 
with an English passport. In one instance, and 
the most striking one, the todividual was a self- 


the very inetitutions the protec tion at whic ch, 
would seem, he cared but little to claim or aie 
in. 

The excuse, however unworthy it may be, gen- 
erally offered for this quasi renouncement of alle- 


giance is, that there is more security to the person | 


under the shield of British than. American author- 
ity abroad. Now, if there may have been here- 
tofore ground for the complaint so often heard, 


that our Government does not evince that eager- | 


ness to protect its citizens which has distinguished, 
verhaps, the English Government above all others, 
} hope it exists no longer. There is no reason 
why we should not maintain our superiority 
among the nations of the world. With a terri- 
tory bounded only by the oceans; with prosperity 
within our borders, and the two great staples of a 
nation’s wealth—corn and gold—at our very doors; 
with institutions which place man his equal before 
man, acknowledging no superior but the God over 
all, it is the mission of the American Government to 
exact respect for the rights and privileges of the mer- 
ican citizen abroad. 

And here I may say, that I have confidence that 
the distinzuished individual now at the head of the 
Government, for whom, asan American, and more 
as from my own New England, I feel a pride, wil 


not disappoint the just expectations of his country- | 


men in this respect, and, indeed, in no other. 

The inaugural address of President Pierce, on 
the point just alluded to, should be printed in 
letters of gold, and stamped on the back of every 
American passport; every ship that crosses the 
deep, and every log-cabin beyond the mountains, 
should place it upon their wooden walls; and the 
child at school should be taught that— 

‘*So long as he can discern every star in its 
place upon that ensign, without wealth to pur- 
chase for him preferment, or title to secure for 
him place, it will be his privilege, as it must be 
his acknowledged right, to stand unabashed, even 
in the presence of princes, with the proud con- 
sciousness that he is one of a nation of sovereigns; 
and that he cannot, in legitimate pursuit, wander 
80 far from home that the agent whom he shall 
leave behind him will not see that no rude hand 
of power or tyrannical passion is laid upon him 
with impunity. 

Mr. Speaker, I have, as I conceive, but done 
my duty in calling the attention of Cong rress and 
the country to the subject presented. I think 


our Government has been tardy in exacting from | 
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Span redress and indemn fleation for insults and 
injuries which that Government has never at- 
tempted, so far as I can learn, to excuse or even 
palliate 

If the facts related are true, I put it to the can- 
dor of gentlemen if over three years is not long 
enough to wait for justice to be doled out by 
Spanish courts? 

I have faith in this administration to right the 
wrongs, if any have been committed, of its prede- 
cessors,. 

It is not for me to advise what course should 
be pursued in this or similar outrages committed 
by such Powers as Spain. The glory of these 
old countries is passing away, and their types and 
symbols are becoming pale and ineffectual; and 
the stranger now visits the land of Ferdinand and 
Isabella as he looks upon a noble ruin in process 
of decay. Ours is now the land of promise, and 
the spirit of progress is advancing here, armed 
with the I:huriel spear of freedom. 

In cases like the one which we now have before 
us, would not our Government be justified in 
making reprisals of property wherever it may be 
found ? 

It is the only sure way of bringing these almost 
worn-out Governments to terms. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the House for the indul- 
gence afforded me in being permitted to make 
these remarks at the present time. 

Mr. W ASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
be heard on the resolution of the gentleman from 
Connecticut. 

Mr. WALSH. I object, and give notice that I 
shall not withdraw my objection. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution then goes 
over, under the rule. 


CLERK TOCOMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, .of Ohio. I think that it is 


the duty of the House to furnish the Committee 
on Ways and Means with a clerk, under the 
system heretofore adopted; and therefore move a 
reconsideration of the vote by which the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hovs- 
TON] was rejected on yesterday, so that | may 
submit an amendment in the nature of a substi- 
tute. 

Several Mempers. That is right. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn 

The question was then taken, and the vote by 
which Mr. Hovusron’s resolution was rejected, 
was reconsidered. 

The resolution was then read, as follow 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on Ways and Means be 


authorized to employ n clerk, at a compensation not to 
exceed $1,500 per annum.”’ 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to strike out all 
of the resolution after the word ‘* resolved, 
insert in lieu thereof the following: 

That the Committee on Ways and Means be authorized 
to employ a clerk, during the present session, at a com 
pensation not to exceed four dollars per day, for the time 
he may be actually employed. 

And upon that amendment I call for the pre- 
vious question. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I demand the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. So far as the 
Committee on Ways and Meansare concerned, I 
have only to say that they are able to pay for the 
services of a clerk themselves. 

The SPEAKER. Discussion is not in order. 
The subject is not debatable. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was put, and the motion was not 
acreed to. 

The House was then div 


> and to 


ided upon the demand 
for the yeas and nays on the amendment; and 
they were not ordered, 


The question was then put on the adoption of 


JOHN C 


Mr. Campsecy’s amendment, and it was agreed to. 
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The question then recurred upon the adoption 


of the resolution as amended; and being put, it was 
decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was adopted, and to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was a rreed to 

BREAKWATER ON BLOCK ISLAND. 
Mr. THURSTON. I ask leave to offer the 


following resolution: 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be instruct 
ed to inquire imto the expediency of building a breakwater 
on Block Island, in the State of Rhode Island, and that 
they re port by bill or otherwise 


Mr. WENTWORTH, Illinois There is 
no use in sendu r such a prop sition as that to 


the Committee on Commerce I object to it 


The SPEAKER 


resolution goes over under the rule. 


Objection being made, the 


PENSION TO WIDOWS OF REVOLUTIONARY 


SOLDIERS 
Mr. EDMANDS. I give notice that I will 


on to-morrow, or some subse sequent day, ask leave 
to introduce a bill to allow the widows of officers 
and privates of the revolutionary army, who 
are entitled to pensions under the act of February 


3, 1853, to draw their pensions from the same 
date as those entitled to pensions t nder the act 
of July 29, 1848. 


WILLIAM WOODBURY. 

Mr. MACDONALD introduced a joint resolu- 
tion authorizing the accounting officers of the 
Treasury to adjust the accounts of William 
W oodbury, late pension went at Portland 
' 


Maine: which was read a first and second ume, 


and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, 


bill, of which previous notice had been given, enti- 


introduced 


tled a billin relation to invalid pensions; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
EUROPEAN AND NORTH AMERICAN RAIL- 
WAY. 

Mr. W ASHBUR N, of M une, also introduced 
a bill making a grant of Jand to the State of 
Maine, to aid in the construction of the European 
and North American Railway within said State; 
which was read a first and second time by its ttle, 
ai d referred to the Comn ittee on Public Lands 
MAILS BETWEEN NEW YORK AND LONDON. 

Mr. WASHBURN also introduced ‘‘a_ bill 
for shortening the transit of the mails between 
New York and London; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads 
ANDREWS'S REPORT AND SABIN’S REPORT. 

Mr. WASHBURN also submitted the follow 
ing resolution; which was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Printing: 


Resolved. That two thousand additional copies of An 
drews’s Report on the Col sland Lake Trade of North 
America. and the like number of additional copies of Sa 
bin’s Rep ton the Fisheries, be printed for the use of the 
members of the House of Representatives 


CUSTOM-HOUSE AT BELFAST. 


Mr. FARLEY offered a resolution; which was 
read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 


tor quire into the expediency of making an appropri ition 


for the erection of a costom-house in the Belfast coliection 


district, in the State of Maine 

Mr. LETCHER. 
resolution, 

Mr. FARLEY. It is simply a resolution of 
inquiry. ; 

Mr. LETCHER. I have heard of custom- 
houses before, and I cannot withdraw my objec- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER 


under the ruie 


I propose to debate that 


Tl e re lution aT over, 
If there ire no further re Wions 
from the State of Maine, the States have all been 


\i called through. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM STATE DEPART- 
MENT. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Althoucghit is late, | move 

The SPEA K ER. If the gentleman from Al i- 
bama will allow the Chair, he will present to the 
llouse a communication from the State Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I yield for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER then presented the communi- 
cation from the Department of State, in obedience 
to the twentieth section oftheactentitled ‘*Anact 
legalizing and making appropriations for such 
necessary objects as have usually been tncluded in 
the general appropriation bills withoutauthority of 
law, and to fix and provide for certain incidental 
expenses of the Departments and offices of the 
Government, and for other purpose * anpnrove d 
the 26th of August, 1842; and the act making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of Government, forthe year 1536, (section 2.) 

Mn BAYLY, of Virginia, moved that the com- 
munication be referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, and be printed; which motion was 
agreed to. 


CODIFICATION OF REVENUE LAWS. 

Mr. CURTIS. Isit in order to make a motion 
to proceed to the business upon the Speaker’s 
table ? 

The SPEA K ER. It is in order. 

Mr. CURTIS. Then I make the motion. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
nrree d to. 

Joint resolution (No. 1.) from the Senate, 
authorizing the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to pay 
the expenses of codifying and revising the reve- 
nue laws, was then taken up from the Speaker’s 
table, and read the first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. CURTIS. 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules this resolu- 
tion must go to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, unless the rules 
be dispensed with by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CURTIS. The individual selected for 
the work of codifying and revising the revenue 
laws has performed a considerable portion of the 
duties assigned him. At the last session of Con- 
gress, when this office was created, a bill passed 
both Houses making an appropriation for the ser- 
vices to be performed. That bill, unfortunately, 
in some way, was lost, and does not appear in 
the printed laws. My object is to carry out the 
provision passed at the last session making the 
appropriation, in compliance with the act which 
created the office, and under which the work has 
been commenced and nearly completed. 

Mr. LETCHER. How much will it cost? 

Mr. CURTIS. The amount named in the res- 
olution is ten thousand dollars. 

Mr. LETCHER. How much more will it 
take? 

Mr. CURTIS. I think the amount required 
will be about that sum—notany more. It is sup- 


I will state the object of the 


posed that the work will be finished by the first of 


April next. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that this resolution shall be considered at 
this time? 

Mr. WHEELER. I object. 

Mr. CURTIS. The resolution merely provides 
for an omission made at the last session of Con- 
gress. I hope that the gentleman will withdraw 
his objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair holds, if objec- 
tion be made, that the resolution, under the rules 
of the House, cannot be considered at this time, 
but must first go to the Committee of the Whole. 
Is it the pleasure of the House that the bill should 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union? 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire that the House 
would indulge me in the suspension of the rules, 
that we may go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, forthe purpose of enter- 
ing upon and referring the President’s message. 
Ido not suppose that we shall remain long in 
session this evening; but it is well known to those 
who have served long here, that it isimportant we 
should go into the Committee of the W hole early 
in the session, and get organized there for business 


I therefore make the motion that the 
suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. MEACHAM. 
now adjourn. 

The question was 
arreed to; and 

The House adjourned till to-morrow at twelve 


o’clo: k, m. 


hereafter. 


rule 3 be 


I move that the House do 


taken, and the motion was 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 15, 1853. 
Prayer by the Rev. Henny Sricen. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion by Mr. JAMES, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it ad 
journ to meet on Monday next at twelve o’clock. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. SEWARD. 
T 


John C 


I present the memorial of 
i'r. Salomon, who states that he has 
invented an engine to be worked by carbonic acid 
gas, Which he believes will supersede the use of 
steam. He desires that it may be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

It was so referred. 
Mr. SEWARD. 
William Emmons, the son and representative of 
Uri Emmons, the inventor of a planing machine, 
patented in the year 1529, praying an extension 
of the patent, which he desires may be referred 
to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 

Office. 
It was so referred. 


Mr. MASON presented the memorial of the 


Alexandria, Loudon, and Hampshire Railroad 


Company, praying permission to extend their 
railroad into the city of Washington, and the aid 
of Congress in the construction of a bridge over 


[ also present the petition of 


{ 


Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


| in the case of Phineas M. Nightingale, 


| for losses sustained during the war with Mexi 


Dec. 15 
e 
sade nnpndioeee , ’ 
a am Cline . tint , ve 
Ordered, That the petition and papers in the ease of ” 
representatives of Major John Baptist ~ 


. Lomugne be win 
drawn trom the files of the Senate, and r ferred t ' 
‘ A ft 


On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial and ace ompanying paper 

> Papers 
a . heir of General 
Vathaniel Greene, be taken from the files of the Sona. 


and referred to the Committee on Re volutionary Cla 
On motion by Mr. WALKER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Robert Grignon 
praying payment of a suin of money due him under aq tron 
with the Menomonee Indians, and the petition of Blia - 
Brainard, be withdrawn trom the files of the Senat, e 
the purpose of being presented in the House of 
sentatives. 


On motion by Mr. FOOT, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Benjamin S. Robert 
officer in the Army of the United States, praying j : 


is 


®, for 
Re pre 


an 
ndemnity 


co, be w ith. 


| drawn from the files of the Seuate, and referred to the 


| drawn from the files of the Senate, and reterred to 1 


| in behalf of his father, Joseph Campau, be withdrawn from 


Committee on Naval Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of John M. Gilbert be with 


the 


Committee on the District of Columbia. 
On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the papers in the case of D. J. Campau, 


| the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on 


| Committee on Private Land Claims. 


Private Land Claims. 
On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Victor Morass he with 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 


On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of William A. Burt he with 


| drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of 


| Samuel Spalding, be withdrawn from the files of the Sen- 
| ate, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


the Potomac for that purpose; which was referred || 


to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of James Monroe, 
praying compensation for revolutionary services; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. HUNTER presented additional documents 
in the case of John K. Cooke; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, a memorial of the Petersburg volunteers, 
praying the payment of a balance due them for 
services in the war of 1812; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
the Mississippi, Ouachita, and Red River Rail- 
road Company, praying a grant of land, and the 
right of way, to aid in the construction of a rail- 
way from the Mississippi to the Red river, above 
the Raft; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of the 


heirs of the late Colonel George Gibson, praying | ; 
. . ; _ . +: 7 || ask I » introduce a bill to authorize and em- 
compensation for revolutionary services; which || ask leave to inti . : ; 


was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary | 


Claims. 


Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of | 


Philip F. Voorhees, praying allowance for ex- 
penses incurred in carrying public ministers of 
the United States to Siam, and other places in 


the East Indies, and elsewhereg which, with the || 


papers on the same subject, now on the files of 
the Senate, was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of 
Commodore Ap C. Jones be withdrawn from the files of 


the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of Joseph Mitchell be with- 
drawn trom the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of the Pioneer 
Manufacturing Company, of Georgetown, in the District of 
Columbia, be taken from the files of the Senate, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Samuel Crapin be taken 


from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Benjamin 8. Roberts be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 
Ordered, That the memorial of Catharine M. Weaver 


| be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to 


the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. BADGER, it was 


Ordered, That the documents in regard to the claim of 
Purser Francis B. Stocktén be withdrawn from the files 


|| of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Naval 


| Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of certain clerks in the See 


| ond Auditor’s office, praying additional compensation, be 


“7 on , an im rg . » files of the Senate pere he 
Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the petition of withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 


| Committee on Claims, 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. SEWARD gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill providing for the con- 


| struction of a railroad through the territories of 


the United States, between the Atlantic and Pa- 


| cific States. 


Mr. EVERETT gave notice of his intention to 


power the Secretary of the Interior to provide 
necessary and permanent accommodations for the 


| courts of the United States and their officers in the 
district of Massachusetts. 


Mr. HAMLIN gave notice of his intention to 


ask leave to introduce a bill te provide for the as- 


certainment and satisfaction of the claims of Amer- 
ican citizens for spoliations committed by the 


|| French prior to the year 1801. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. FOOT, according to previous notice, asked 


| and obtained leave to introduce a bill explanatory 


of ** An act for the relief of Benjamin S. Roberts; 
which was read a first and second time by unant- 


| mous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
| Military Affairs. 


Mr. EVERETT, according to previous notice, 


| asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
| increase the compensation of the district judge of 
|| the United States for the district of Massachusetts; 


which was read a first and second time by unant- 
mous consent, and referred to the Committee on 


| the Judiciary. 


Mr. HAMLIN, according to previous notice, 


| asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
| relief of lra Baldwin; which was read a first and 
| second time by unanimous consent, and referred 


to the Committee on Public Lands. _ ; 
Mr. SUMNER, according to previous notice, 
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asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to pro- 


vide for the execution, by the courts of the United 


States, of commissions to take testimony issuing 
from the courts of justice of friendly nations; 
e ich was read a first and second time by unan- 
imous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER asked and obtained unanimous 

ent to introduce a joint resolution for the re- 

* of the owners of the brig Kate Boyd; which 
was read a first and second time by unanimous 

ynsent, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

COMMERCE IN THE PACIFIC. 

Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimeus consent, and 

rre¢ | to: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct 
ed to inquire and report on the general condition of the 


ommerce of the United States carried on upon the Pacific 


wean, and whether any legislative action is necessary for 


security and promotion of that important national in 

rest 
REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move that so much of the 
President’s message as relates to the finances be 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GWIN. I 
President’s message as relates to naval affairs be 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


move that so much of the 


The motion was arreed to. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I move that so much 
of the President’s message as relates to the public 

ds be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 1 move that so much of the 
President’s message as relates to roadaand canals 
be referred tothe Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN I move that so much of the 
President’s message as relates to commerce, and 
the improvement of lakes, harbors, and rivers, be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON. I move that so much of the 
President’s message as relates to our foreign re- 
lations be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. : 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON. In theabsence of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, I move 
that so much of the President’s message as relates 
to military affairs be referred to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, In the absence of the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Territories, | move 
that so much of the President’s message as relates 
to our Territories be referred to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I move that so much of 
the President’s message as relates to Indian affairs 
be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. Inthe absence of the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Judiciary, [| move 
that so much of the President’s message as relates 
to the judicial system of the United States be re- 
ferred to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ADAMS. In theabhsence of the chairman 
of the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
I move that so much of the President’s message 
as relates to the post office and post roads be re- 
ferred to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CALIFORNIA JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 

Mr. GWIN. According to previous notice, I 
ask leave to introduce a bill concerning the dis- 
trict courts of the United States in California. 
I wish, Mr. President, to make a statement in 
regard to the bill. It is already provided by law 
that California shall be divided into two judicial 
districts, and have two district judges. ‘lhe ob- 
ject of this bill is to require the President to ap- 
point a judge for the southern district, and to 
permit the two judges to alternate with each other 
On the death of the judge of the southern dis- 
trict, some years ago, the judge of the northern 
district was required to discharge the duties of 
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judge of both districts, a duty which he finds it 
impossible to perform, which makes it of t 
importance to pass this bill at once. The Presi- 
dent of the United States has now the power to 


appoint a district judge for the southern district 


but there is no legal authority for the judees to 
alternate. We have but one jud rw oin the 
State, and in case of his kness or i : 
discharge his duties, the whole 
district courts in the State would be s ended 
l hope, therefore, as the bill has been drawn un 
by the At orney Gene! |, there W ope no ob 
tion to Its pass ure at once. 

The bill was read a first and second time, l 


ccensidered by the Senate as in Committe of the 
W hole. 


A BILL concerning the District Courts of the United States 


in Cahtornia 


It is as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That there shall be appointed by th 
President of the United States, by and with the advice 
consent of the Senate, a district judge for the t 
judicial district heretofore established in the Stat ft Cali 
fornia, and thatthe sessions of the district court at San Jos 
Stockton, and Sacramento 


ire hereby abolished: and is 
case of the sickness or otl ’ 


er inability of the « 
of the southern district of California, to hold the tern 


the district court at the places prescribed by law ut 
either of them, it shall be lawful for the distri judg f 
the northern district of California to holdethe said ses ~ 
of the district court for the southern district, or any of then 

and in case the district court for the northern judicial dis 
trict of Calitormia shall, from sickness or cther cause, be 
unable to hold the sessi : of the district court for the 
northern district of California, at the times and pla iD 
pointed by law, or either of them, it shall and may be law 


ful for the district judge for the southern district of Cali 
nia to hold said sessions of the district court for the mrt 
ern district of California, or any or either of the 

Mr. PETTIT. I certainly do not wish to de- 
feat the intention of the Senator from California, 
but it seems to me thata bill of the importance 
which this Is, creating, in fact, a new judicial cir- 
cuit, creating a new officer, a new judge, should 
at least go through the form of a reference to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Mr.GWIN. I hope the Senator will not persist 
in his motion to refer the bill. It is important to 
my State to have another judge appointed without 
delay. There are now only three members of 
the Judiciary Committee in this city; and I do not 
know when the others will get here. I intended 
to refer the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and to ask that it should be immediately reported 
back to the Senate; and I have been waiting a week 
for a quorum of the committee to be in attendance 
in the Senate, before I presented this bill; | 
account of the absence of so many mem! 


5 
reference must 








delay our action, It is been 
drawn up by the Attorney General, and does not 
create a new officer, as the Senator supposes, be- 
cause the southern judgeship was created more 
than three years ago. Itis notorious that Judge 
Hoffman cannot discharge the duties of judge of 
both districts. The Attorney General, to whom 
the subject was referred for examination, is con- 
vinced that he cannot discharge the duties of both. 
We want an additional judge at once, that the in- 


telligence may go to Cal 


ifornia by the mail of the 
A) h instant. There is a de! iV of justice for the 
want of a judge of the southern district that 


should not be permitted. 


¢ 
I will not urve the bill 
if the Senator persists in his motion; 
he, as a member of the Judi 


clary Committee 
will act at once, and have the bill reported back 


without delay, if itis re ferred to h commiuttee, 
Mr. PETTIT. I am certainly unwilling to 
disoblige the Senator. but I do really thi the 


bill ought to be referred to the Judiciary Commit- 


tee. Upon its face it does create a new judgeship 
—a new judge. The State may have heretofore 
been divided intoa northern and southern district, 
but all the duties of both districts have been re- 
posed in one judge. I think Lam not goine out 
of the way in asking that the bill should be re- 


ferred to the Judici iry Committee. I 
motion that it be so referred. 
The motion to refer was agreed to. 
CALIFORNIA AND CHINA STEAM LINE. 
Mr. GWIN introduced the following bill: 


4 BILL to establish a line of steamships from San Fran 


cisco, via the Sandwich Islands, to Shanghai, in China. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
the United States of A tin Congress assembled, That 

the Postmaster General be, ard | hereby, directed to enter 


into a econtracttor tr term ot tive years, tor a sum not ex 


ceeding 2———,, with such person or persons as may offer 
sufficient and satisfactory security, after due publ notice, 
for the transportation of the United States mails upon the 
best terms for the United States, semi-monthly, from San 


rear », Via th \ Islands, to Shaneha . 
China, a thea ! im Vv ols of not les am two 
thousand to e bes n nstructio 

udapted to the navigatto the Pacific ocean; the same 


ble tin 


to be ready tn the shortest possi 


EXPLANATION, 


Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, I submitted, 
—_ anil ' 





yesterday, a ft ution directi the Committee 
R ( i ; ) He expedi- 
ency of const > a ratiroad from the western 
m ‘ ( ‘ e ex States >» Line istern 
ne of ¢ lL perce th the 
irna f lav have the wo in 
e of *“Califf I "y It is ft Om le that the 
ord ** Florida’? wa tered: and I find that the 
re olution, a it lie the table, ind as printed 
in some of tl that word inserted it 
ead of * ¢ for [ ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to ive the nec ry correction 
made on the Jourt 


The PRESIDENT 


; al 
maae Ihe re ) 


That correction will be 
tion of the Senator from Ohio 


will now come up in its regular orde 


Mi CH ASE I isk t at it may lie on the 


ta f < é ese 
The PRESIDENT If ere be no objection, 
that course will be pursued. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On m by M GWHIN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to nsicdeé tion of Executive bu nessa: 
1, cer so e time ent therein, Une doors were 


' 
reopened. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF THE SENATE. 
Mr. DODGE, of Lowa, submitted the following 
resolution for consideratior 
Resolved, That th ving rule be ad 


hered the d rule of the Senate. to wit 


pled, and num 


In all cases of election by the Senate of ite officers, the 
vote shall be taken + 1 voce 

Mr. BRODHEAD expressed his desire that 
the rule should be further amended so as to pro- 
vide that the Executive sessions of the Senate be 
open to the public. 

Mr. DODGE expressed his con 


the Senator from Pennsylvania: but he preferred 


urrence with 


that the propositions should be separate and dis- 
tinct. 

Mr. BRODHEAD did not per 
ment. 

Mr. CHASE objected to the cor 


in his amend- 
ideration of 
the resolution at this time. 


It therefore 


lies over under the rules 


CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 
Mr. DODGE, of low: ory 


ved LAAaL Lie 
! 


mittee on Public Lands be authorized to employ 


, mo Com- 


a ciern. 


Mr. BRIGHT said: The 


Senate was aware 


that, in « merous duties which 
fourteen comm ttees of th Senate h ive to perform, 
they were now co { ted of ix Senators each, 
instead of five i h retotore, ind it must be ob- 
vious that the di: atch of public busine 3 required 
that those comm tees should each have the aid of 
i clerk: he moved, therefore, so to amend the mo- 


tion as to authorize those tourteen committees 


each to employ a clerk. 

ey’ ! ‘ le 1 «l 

The am: iment W ivreed to, andthe mouon, 
as amended, was adopted. It was, therefore, 

Ordered. That h ral naiat 
ng sit m he aut ! ‘ y a ‘ 

The Senate e! diourt ] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuvrs! 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. Henry Suicei 

The Journalof 3 

ORDERS OF THE 

The House pro 

the orders of the day, the first business being the 

or reports. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on 

Ways and Means, reported a bill making appro- 

priauions for the current and contingent expenses 


‘of the Indian Dep ing treaty 


a¥, December 


Prayer 


it yeste rd ly W sread ind apy roved. 


DAY. 


eeded to the consid 


eration of 


cail of committees 


urtment, and for fulfi 


stipulations with the various India tribes for the 

* °F ' ; 6 wa 
year ending June 30, 1855; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, referred to the Com 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the 
i 


Union, 


and ordered to be printet 


' 
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MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the same committee, 
repo:ted a bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Military Academy during the year 
ending June 30, 1855; which was read a first and 
second time hy its title, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Agri- 
culture, to which was referred the bill of the 
House, No. 37, to encourage agriculture and all 
other branches of industry, by granting to every 
person who is the head of a family one hundred 
and sixty acres of land out of the public domain, 
upon condition of oceupancy and cultivation of 
the same for the period therein specified, reported 
back the same without amendment. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, and, with the 
report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move that the bill be made 
the special order for the second Tuesday in Ieb- 
ruary next. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
bill a special order ? 

The SPEAKER: It is. 

Mr. HOUSTON. For what day? 

The SPEAKER. The second ‘Tuesday in 
February. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to its being made 
a special order. Itis out of order to make such a 
motion without a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Have nota major- 
ity of the House a right to make this bill a spe- 
cial order? 

The SPEAKER, Certainly. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It cando so by a suspen- 
sion of the rules; but you cannot suspend the 
rules to-day. 

Mr. JONES. 1 have no doubt that two thirds 
of the House are in favor of the suspension of 
the rules, in order to make that bill a special order, 
and | will make that motion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Do I understand the 
Chair to decide that the House has no right to 
make a special order? 

The Chair decides no such thing; but that it 
was not in order to make a motion of that kind at 
this time. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
any time? 

The SPEAKER. 
vended, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then I move to sus- 
vend the rules for the purpose. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 
at this time. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
cision of the Chair. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
the rules on Monday. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 withdraw the appeal, 
and also the motion, to make the bill a special 
order. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF 

THE TREASURY. 

Mr. MURRAY, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred the resolution provid- 
ing for the printing of fifteen thousand extra 
copies of the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the state of the finances, reported 
that the printing of each number would cost thir- 
teen and a half cents, and that it is expedient that 
that number should be printed. The committee 
recommend that the resolution do pass. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the res- 
olution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There wasnoresolution. [ 
made a motion to print extra copies, and that mo- 
tion was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. The following is the order 
of the House on the subject: 


Is it proposed to make that 


Will it be in order at 


It will, if the rules be sus- 


I appeal from the de- 


We can suspend 


*« Ordered, Thatit be referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing, to inquire into the expediency of printing fifteen thou 
sand extra copies of the annual report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the state of the finances.” : 

Upon what is the House to vote? 

Mr. MURRAY. On the report, I presume. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I suppose the question 


will be upon the adoption of the report of the 
committee. 

Mr. MURRAY. To obviate the difficulty, I 
offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That fifteen thousand extra copies of the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the state of the 
finances be printed for the use of the House. 

The question was taken on the resolution, and 
it was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 
States for petitions, commencing with the State of 
Maine. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. MEACHAM gave notice of his intention 
to-morrow, or on some future day, to introduce 
a bill to repay to the State of Vermont the money 
which was expended by her during the war of the 
Revolution. 

Also, a bill to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay the fourth installment of the pub- 
lic money that was ordered by the law of June, 
1836. 

PURCHASE OF MOUNT VERNON, 

Mr. SAGE. I hold in my hand a joint reso- 
lution, of which previous notice has been given, 
which | hope and believe will receive the favorable 
consideration and action both of the committee to 
which I propose to refer it, and of this House. 
The signs of mourning around this Hall for the 
loss of an eminent and patriotic citizen, make this 
a fitting occasion to introduce this resolution, as it 
relates to the purchase of the home and sepulcher 
of the Father of his Country. It is a joint reso- 
lution, authorizing the Secretary of the Interior, 
provided he first obtains the consent of the State 
of Virginia, to contract with the proprietor or pro- 
prietors for the purchase of the estate of Mount 
Vernon. 

The joint resolution was read a first and second 
time by its utle. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Do you want the 
estate for an arsenal, a fort, or what? 

Mr. SAGE. I move that the joint resolu- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 
joint resolution on the table. 

Mr. SAGE. Oh, I hope not. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I ask that the joint 
resolution may be read. 

The Clerk read the joint resolution. It provides 
that the Secretary of the Interior, (provided he 
shall first obtain the consent of the State of Vir- 
ginia,) be, and he is hereby, authorized to contract 
with the proprietor, or proprietors, of the estate 
of Mount Vernon, for the purchase of the same 
for the use of the United States, on such terms as 
he may deem just and expedient; and that the sum 
he shall agree to pay for said estate shall be paid 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Mr. SAGE. 1 demand the yeas and nays on 
the motion to lay upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. DRUM. I would inquire of the Chair, 
whether the motion is to lay the whole subject 
upon the table, or merely the motion of reference ? 

The SPEAKER. The motion, as the Chair 
understands, is to lay the whole subject upon the 
table. 

The question was then taken, and the motion to 
lay upon the table was disagreed to—yeas 96, 
nays 103; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, 
Banks. Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bentou, Bissell, Bocock, 
Boyce, Breckinridge, Brooks, Caskie, Churchwell, Cling- 
man, Cobb, Colquitt, Cox, Craige, Thomas Davis, Dawson, 
De Witt, Disney, Dowdell, Dunham, Eastman, Edgerton, 
Edmundson, Eltiott, Ellison, Ewing, Faulkner, Fuller, 
Giddings, Goode, Green, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, 
Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, 
Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
Kidwell, Kittredge, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Lindsay, 
Macdonald, McDougal, McQueen, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, 
Mayall, Morrison, Nictrols, Orr, Peckham, Phelps, Philips, 
Powell, Pratt, Richardson, Thomas Ritchey, Ruffin, Sapp, 
Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, 
Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, George W. Smyth, Snod- 
grass, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Stratton, Andrew 
Stuart, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Thurston, Vansant, 
Wade, Walsh, Westbrook, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Hendrick B. Wright—96. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Appleton, Ball, Ben- 
son, Bliss, Bugg, Lewis D. Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
Chamberlain, Chandler, Chase, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, 
Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, 
Join G. Davis, Dent, Dick, Dickinson, Drum, Dunbar, 


I move to lay the 


| osition to allow some degenerate individya| 


Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Gamble 
Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, Hendr 
Henn, Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Kerr | ; 
Kurtz, Lane, Lilly, McCulloch, Matteson, May M 
cham, Middleswarth, John @. Mitler, Smith Miller Mt, 
gan, Murray, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordeca; 
ver, Parker, Peck, Pennington. Bishop Perkins. es 
Perkins, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, David Rito) 
Russell, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Simmons, Richard H Be ? 
ton, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, John L. Taylor Ty a 
Trout, Tweed, Upham, Vail, Walker, Warren. Elin a 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John W entwonth 
Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Yates, and Zollicotter—} 3 
So the motion to lay upon the table was disa 
creed to. 
Previous to the announcement of the 
vote, 


Mr. WALSH said: As this seems to be a prop- 


» Greenwood, 
ks, 


OX, 


above 


. to 
speculate in the sacred ashes of the Father of his 


Country, [ change my votefrom ** no’’ to ‘aye ?? 
Mr. SAGE. I withdraw my motion to jefer 
the joint resolution to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and move its reference toa select coi. 
mittee. I do so, because I noticed thata majority 
of the members of the Committee on Ways and 
Means voted in favor of laying it upon the table 
very much to my surprise and disappointment, ‘ 
Mr. HOUSTON. 1 was just about to sugvest 
to the gentleman that the Committee on Wavs 
and Means was not the appropriate committee to 
which to refer his proposition. It should rather 
| be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, which is also one of the standinc 
committees of the House. 1 submit the motion 
to so refer it. 
| Mr. JONES. It should be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, in my judgment. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. [ know of noauthority 
in this Government to buy land except for doek- 
yards, arsenals, and the like purposes, and, unless 
that property is to be applied in that manner, | do 
not know how we can purchase it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Will the gentle- 

| man from Virginia yield the floor to me a moment 
that I may ask him a question? 

Mr. BAYLY. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would inquire of the 
gentleman whether he did not report and vote for 

a bill in favor of paying the expenses of the filli- 
busters to bring them here from Spain; and where, 
if he cannot find the power in the Constitution to 
purchase this land, he found the power to pay 
those expenses ? 

Mr. BAYLY. I will refer the gentleman to 

| the Congressional Globe, where he will find from 
whence that power was derived. 

Mr. BISSELL. I propose that the resolution 

| be discussed before it is passed. I do not know 
of how many acres this estate consists. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman yield 

| to me for one minute? 

Mr. BISSELL. I have but a single word fur- 
ther, and then the gentleman can have the floor 

| altogether. 

Mr. SKELTON. I rise to a question of order. 
Does not the resolution, debate arising, go over? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. It is a joint 
resolution, and in the nature of a bill, and the 

| motion now is to refer it, which motion is debat- 
able. 

Mr. BISSELL. The proposition is to direet 
the Secretary of the Interior to purchase the 
Mount Vernon estate, and to take the money 
from the Treasury to pay for it. Of how many 
acres does that estate consist? There are not ten 
members in this House who can tell me. For- 

| merly it consisted of six or seven thousand acres, 

| and f do not know but that it consists of as many 
|/now. What are we going to do with six or seven 
| thousand acres of land on the Potomac, if pur- 
| chased under this resolution? Who is going to 
| take care of it? What disposition is to be made 
of it? Under whose control is it to be? If this 
thing is to be done—and I do not know that the 
| American people are averse to the purchase of the 
ground in whieh repose the remains of Washing- 
ton—let it be done regularly; let us understand 
what we are about. Let us know how many 
acres we are purchasing; more than that, let us 
know how much we are to pay for it. I am 
opposed to the resolution in toto; and if it is to be 
referred, | hope that it will go to that committee 
| which will be the least likely to carry out the in- 


| Eddy, Edmands, English, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley, || tention of the mover of the resolution. 
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CHURCHWELL. I desire to ask my 
fri a from Virginia Bayiy] to state to the 
House the feeling of Virginia with respect to 
ling her jurisdiction to that property. 

BAYLY. Mr. Speaker, I can answer for 
Virginia, with great confidence, that she will not 
cede her jurisdiction over any part of her soil to 
the General Government, except for those pur- 
noses which the Constitution provides for; and 
: roses are defined tn the Constitution. I 
nd with great coufidence on the declaration 
t ashe heretofore refused, and that she will con- 
ie to refuse, to surrender that jurisdiction. 
ir.CHURCHWELL. Then it seemsto me 
that it is unnecessary to legislate further on the 


‘ 


those pury 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I doubt very much 
whether the honorable gentleman from the State 
f Virginia, [Mr. Bayy,] is authorized to speak 
for that Commonwealth. [t may be that dre in- 
terests of Virginia are ander his control, and that 
he is the exclusive guardian of her rights. 
“Mr. BAYLY. Will the gentleman from Ohio 
allow me 
Mr.CAMPBELL. I amaware, sir, that when- 
ever there Is any controversy in this House in re- 
‘ation to any matter of office affecting Virginia, 
that the gentleman (Mr. Bayiy] is the exponent 
her rights; but i may be allowed to question 


s authority to speak for her. 





Now, Sir, as to 
: resolution—if it be true, as the gentleman says 
itis, that Virginia will not cede her rights to the 
prope rty in question, there is no harm in it, because 
without that right there is no authority given by 
the resolution to make the purchase. 

Mr. BAYLY. ‘The gentleman from OhiofMr. 
CAMPBELL] says that I have no right to speak for 

that is unt ee bly true. But [ ask 

the gentleman in return, if her united delegation 

has not the right to speak for her? And they 

ave spoken for her, by voting, every one of 
them, to lay that resolution on the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well. Still, Mr. 
Speaker, | do not admit the position of the gen- 
tleman, [Mr. Bayvy,] that the united delegation of 
Virginia in this House can control that question. 

strikes me that it is vested in her legislative 
power—in the Legislature of her State—in, her 
power as a sovereign State of this Union. AndI 
doubt very much whether she has ever transferred 
to her entire delegation any authority on this sub- 
ject. Except the gentleman will produce resolu- 

tions from his State Legislature, instructing the 
delegation to oppose any proposition of this kind, 
i cannot admit the position he has assumed. 

Mr. LETCHER. Will the gentleman [Mr. 
CampBELL] allow meto interrupt him? If the 
delegation from Virginia on this floor are not au- 
thorized to speak for her, certainly her Legisla- 
ture is, and that Legislature has repeatedly spoken, 
and said, in most decided terms, that she will not 

ede her jurisdiction for such a purpose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Thatis something more 
like meeting the question than the answer given 
by the other gentleman, (Mr. Bayty.] 

“Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 wish to inquire whether, 
if you get the land from Virginia, it is the inten- 
tion to apply the Wilmot proviso to it? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. In reply to my colleague, 
{Mr. Giwpines,] | will simply say this, that I have 
understood, from some intimations which have 
heen thrown out, that it is probable that the 
Union may be endangered soon again, and I do 
not know any better territory on which it can be 
saved again, if necessary, than at Mount Vernon. 

The gentleman from Virginia wishes to pro- 
pound a question, and I will yield for that pur- 
pose, 

Mr. BAYLY. I wish to remind the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Camppet,| who said that 
my colleague [Mr. Lercuer) assigned a better 
reason than I did, that | assigned precisely the 
same reason that he did. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I did not under- 
stand the gentleman to refer at all to any action 
of the State Legislature of Virginia upon the 
point. He confined his response to the fact that 
her united delegation here said thus and so upon 
the question. 

One word more, and I am through. This reso- 
lution provides that the Secretary of the Interior 
may make this purchase if the State of Virginia 
is willing to cede her jurisdiction over it. If it 
be true that the State of Virginia does not intend 


Virzinia: 


to cede her jurisdiction of this territory, as a mat- 
ter of course there can no difficulty arise out of 
the passage of this resolution. But, inasmuch as 
itis a matter of complaint the world over, that 
the tomb of Washington is neglected, that 

very ground he once beautified with his own hand 
is growing up with brambles and bushes, it seems 
to me that fact of itself is an appeal to the S 
of Virginia, 


tate 
and to the National Legislature, in 
favor of taking some steps for the pur; 
having it preserved. 

Mr. YATES. Is an amendment now in order 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. YATES. I wish to have the resolution 
amended before it is referred to a committee, as | 
understand from the terms of the resolution the 
committee is to inquire into the expediency of 
making this purchase, provided the assent of the 
State of Virginia can be obtained. I 
have it so amended, so as to strik 


Ose of 


desire to 
e out the words 
‘*that the consent of Virginia can be obtained.”’ 
This is not public property, but private. Let 
buy the property first. It belongs to the Union. 
The anes of Washington belongs to his country. 
Let us buy the property first, and then pay Vir- 


ginia for her jurisdiction. When we have pur- 


chased the pr yperty, and it i ours, there is too 
much patriotism in the ** Old Dominion”’ to refuse 
to cede jurisdiction to the United States. I want 
to see Mount Vernon the spot where every Amer 


can can pay his pilgrimage, and pay his devotion 
to the character and services of the illustrious 
Father of his Country. 

I do not agree with my colleague, {Mr. Bisseu.} 
I do not care whether there is a thousand, or four 
ea ora million of acres. Itis not a ques 
tion of cost merely, but of sacred oblicvation—of 
justice to ie memory of the beloved Washington. 
His is a name dear to every American ree ; and 
1 would have money poured out freely, ye 


necessary, lavishly, 


ly if 
to testify our high admiration 
and lastine gratitude for his exalted character and 
illustrious services. 

Then, sir, if it were in order, I would move to 
strike out that portion of the resolution which 
provides that the consent of the State of Virg 
is first to be obtained. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 am opposed to the 
resolution, as my vote indicated; and no amend- 
ment can place it in such a shape that l can give 
itmy consent. My colleague from the State of 
Illinois (Mr. ¥ ATES] is in favor of pouring out 
the money of the people very lavishly for this 
purpose. I expect two years hence, when can- 
vassing our State, to hear my colleague [Mr 
Yares| refer to this matteras a matter ofa prodi- 
gality on the part of a Democratic Congress. I 
have heard of such things before. They say they 
want to buy Mount Vernon, that American cit- 
zens may make a pilgrimage there. 
ernment property. 

Suppose you buy this property? Does not the 
same reason exist for buying the site of the battle- 
fields upon which y yur liberties were won? Is 
there not the same reason for buying the residences 
of the Presidents of the United States, whose 
memories are deeply cherished by the American 

people? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire to ask 
respectfully of the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. 
RricHARDSON,] one question, and that is, whether 
he did not vote for the appropriation of money to 


nia 


It is Gov- 


ay for the equestrian oi atue of General Jackson? 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not remember. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. [think hedid. [Laugh- 

ter. ] 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ido not see the point 

of the inquiry. I am not discussing the question 

of constitutional power, but the question of ex- 

pediency, and I ask if there is not the same rea- 


son for +. hasing some of these other pl aces of 


which have spoken, the residences of men 
whose names are immortal in our history—of 
men who gave to the world the Declaration of 
Indenendence. If there is a reason for purchas- 
ing Mount Vernon, the same reason will hold good 
for purchasing Monticello; and when we embark 
in enterprises of this kind, I do not know where 
we are to stop. I say to gentlemen that I am 
opposed to this thing at the outset; and if it gets 
through this House, it will be after every Impedt- 
ment that 1, for one, can throw in the way of its 


passage. | move to lay the resolution upon the 
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Mr. CAMPBELL 


been decided. 


That question has already 
We have voted once upon a mo- 
tion to lay the resolution upon the table. 

The SPEAKER It is in order to make the 
motion again: for since the motion to lay the res- 
olution upon the table was made and voted upon 
by the Hous 
olution 

Mr eee I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the motion. 

Mr. T AY LOR ask the 
nois [Mr. Ricuarpson] to withdraw the motion 
he has made for a moment 

Mr. JONES, of 
motion of reference been changed since first it 
was made? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to refer the 
resolution to the Commutee on Wave and Means 
has been withdrawn, and a motior 
rentieman from New 


e, action has been had upon the res 


gentleman from Ili 
, and tL wil renew it 
Tennessee, Has not the 


made by the 
York {[Mr. Sace) to refer 
it to a select committee, and then several othe 
motions to refer t 


mt 
» different committees have been 
made, 

Mr. CULLOM. 
House? 


Phe SPEAKER. That of itself isaction. We 


Has there been action by the 


have had debate | pon the propos ne to reter 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will withdraw, for the 
present, my mouon to lay the resolution upon the 
table, 

Mr. TAYLOR. I do not intend to detain the 
House but a moment upOen a propos ition which I 
think 18 80 Important It is due to the gentleman 
from New York |Mr. Sace!] who moved in this 
matter, to grant m the retere eof the aubiect 
to a select commit or some one ot the stan 
‘“ommitltees of ie to mak the nr esaary 
Inquiries if cao to it, If the committee re- 


port against it, and the Hlouse think proper to vote 
avainst the proposition hereafter, it can be easily 
done. Tine vote of the Hou e this morning 18 an 


evidence of the pu 


*sentimentin regard to this 
matter; and the indications given for many years 
by the people,in every section of the country, have 
attra ted the pu ittention towards the question 
of purchasing the Mount Vernon estate, in some 
form or other, to preserve it as the property of the 
Union. lam ne Sn for one, in favor of an extrava- 
rant expenditure for this object. 


It was the opinion of gentlemen of all political 

parties with whom | have served here, when we 
: ; y 

vere about to esta 7, al the West, a Mili ary 


Asylum for aged soldiers 





who had worn out their 
lives in the pu service, that another 


established at Mount Ve 
: 


, Or the ext 


should be 
rnon: out owing to a dif- 


ference of opinior ivagant price asked 
. some other reason, the Miti 
tary Asylum selected for this neighborhood was 
located north of this city, and not at Mount 
Vemon. ( 


ern country. 


for the estate, or for 


The other has been located in the west- 


The inquiry nr nosed nov tris resolution an 


certainly do no one any wjury; and 


ew Yor Ky Mr. 


pose d it, has done himself honor. very member 


the gentile 


man from N Sace,| who has pro- 


of this House, and every citizen of the country 
who goes to Mount Vernon— 


rrimage of patriotism and pleasure to the 


who makes the p 
| nome 
of the Father of his Country, is at once struc] 
with the impression that there is an absolute and 
imperious necessity that the tomb of Wash 
ton, and at least a small portion of the grounds 
adjoining, should be made the property of the 
nation; that it should be preserved from dilapi- 
dation, and made free of access to every citizen 
who chooses to visit it. it is now the private 
property, 1 understand, of a gentleman by the 
Washington; but you, Mr. Speaker, 
know, and every member of this House knows, 
that among the citizens of the United States who 
thousands go to Mount 
ok upon the home of that great patriot 
—the Father of his Country—whose 
we all love, reverence, 


name of 


visit this metropolis, 
Vernon to! 
memory 
and venerate as that of 
the man who was chiefly instrumental in build- 
ing up our independence and freedom. 

Sir, no private citizen can afford to incur the 
expense to keep these grounds ana buildings in 
such a state of preservation as the public de- 
mand. Under the existing state of things, the 
large bodies of people coming to the imetrop- 
olis of the nation, who weekly and tri-weekly go 
to view the last resting-plac . of Washington, ure 
kindly permitted access by the private proprietors 
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but every gentleman must see how desirable it is 
that this property should be m ude the property of 
the nation. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask the gentleman 
from Ohio to give way for a moment. 

Mr. TAYLOR.” In accordance with my prom- 
ise to the gentleman from illinois, | now make a 
motion which | hope will not prevail. 1 move 
that the resolution do lie upon the table 

Mr. RICHARDSON. | desire to ask the gen- 
tleman a question | have understood—and | 
wish to know whether my tnformation 1s cor- 
rect—that the present proprietor of Mount Ver- 
non makes it a matter of charge to the individuals 
visiting there. 

Mr. SAGE. That is wh it we want to obviate. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Inreply tothe gentleman from 
Hiinois, | can only sien that I have 
myself several times w ithin the last two or three 
ears, and many of the members of this Flouse 
cous been there, withoutcharge. But, Mr. Speak 
er, if there be any charge upon the part of the 
private proprietor for visiting this property, that 
is still another reason for the passage of this o1 
some similar resolution, which shal! transfer it to 
the possession of the public. Let it be pu 


gone there 


chased by the Government, including one hundred 
or one hundred - fifty acres of land, then let th 
military arsenal or ienliala in this neiehborhood 


be f old or enamel: and the hou e Of W as hing- 





ton secured to the nation for the purpose of a mil- 
jtary asylum, or refuge for old soldicrs, who have 
worn out their lives in the defense of their country. 
Some arrangement of this kind seems to be neces- 
es in order that there may be a judicious and 

‘conomical expenditure for the purchase of this 
" roperty, which, as | before remarked, must be 
done to pe revent it from dilapidation and decay. 

But, , | do not wish to detain the House in 
this aman and I therefore now renew the mo- 
tion to lay the resojution upon the table, although 
I hope the motion will not prevail, but that the 
resolution will go to a select committee. 

Mr. BISSELL. lask the gentleman to with- 
draw the motion for a moment. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I will withdraw it, with the 

consent of the gentleman’s colleague, [Mr. Ricu- 
ARDSON. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
my colleague. 

Mr. BISSELL. 1 desire to saya word to my 
colleague over the way, [Mr. Yatrs,}] who ex- 
pressed his willingness to be very lavish in dis- 
posing of the people’s money for the attainment 
of this object. Sir, we all know that it is not at 
all uncommon to find individuals who are re ady to 
be very lavish of other people’s money; but, for 
my own part, I will never vote for any such prop- 
osition as that contained in this resolution. I 
wish it to be understood, however, that | do @ot 
declare it to be my purpose to vote against all 
propositions that may be made for the purchase of 
a portion of the grounds at Mount Vernon. Ifa 
proper bill, or joint resolution, with such restric- 
tions as shall guard the people’s treasure, and put 
itout of the power of the Secretary of the Interior, 
or anybody else, to lavish ** millions,’’ as my-col- 
league has it, I will support it with hearty good 
will. The proposition, however, as it now stands, 
is monstrous; for it puts it within the power of 
one man to pay just such price as he may think 
proper for the estate of Mount Vernon—an estate 
of almost illimitable extent—and for which, to my 
certain knowledge, the proprietor has heretofore 
asked, at least, half a million of doilars. I will 
not detain the House by any further remarks. I 
promised to renew the motion to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table, and I now make that motion. 

Mr. SAGE. Iask my friend from Illinois to 

withdraw that motion for a moment. I will not 
detain the House long. 

Mr. BISSELL. I withdraw it. 

Mr. SAGE. In introducing this resolution, I 
had no idea that this discussion would have arisen 
this morning, nor had I any motives other than 
those of the highest respect for the memory of 
Washington. Iam aware that there has been au 
unwillingness on the part of the Legislature of 
Virginia to cede her jurisdiction over thi’ place; but 
I had hoped that experience and the lapse of time 
would have modified that feeling. Sir, the people 
of the State I have the honor in part to represent 
here—the State of New York—have shown their 
love for the memory of the Father of his Country 


I will yield in favor of 


by the acts of their Legislature, and iy pur- 
chasing his headquarters at Newburg; and I be- 
lieve that the resolution which has been offered 
here this morning 1s not only in accordance with 


the feelings of the people of the State of New 
York, but with those of nineteen twentieths of the 
people of the United States. I evinced no un- 


willingness to have this matter referred either toa 
Standlag committee or a select c 
vive them ainple opportunity of investigating it, 


und of reporune unde tandu 


mmiuttee, 80 as to 


ly to the Liouse, so 
that we may act upon it understandinely. 

that there was 
to be great extravagance indulged tm in this mat- 


But ie gentieman intimated 


ter. Sir, lam one of the minority, and on their 
vart | deny the existence of any such feeling. If 


will reflect a little, | think they will find 
been given in this House, and are 
on record here, extribiting such extravagance for 


that voles nave 


objects far and far less interesting to 


the public than that embraced in this 


sy worthy, 
p resolution. 
| hope the motion to refer to a select committee 
Wi i prey ul. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman 
from New York allow me to ask him a question? 
His allusion to extravagance, in the manner in 
which he spoke of ll, appeared to me to bea direct 
attack upon meas having voted for extravagant 


expenditures 


Mr. SAGE. I did not intend to refer to the 
rentleman from Illinois at all. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. ‘That ts sufficien 
Mr. SAGE. IL intended, after finishing the re- 
marks | last made, to have called for the previous 
quesuion, I ask the previous quesuion now. 

Mr. YATES. 1 hoy e the gentleman from New 
York will withdraw the call for the previous 
question. merely wish to say a single word. 

Vie. SAG! 1 will withdraw it for the accom- 
modation of the gentleman from Illimois. 

Mr. YATES. | do not wish to take up much of 
he time of the Hfouse. I wish to reply to the 
wgument which my colleagues [Messrs. BisseLu 
ind KiecHARDSON] make with regard to the cost of 
this matter; and | wish to say to them that 1 have 
too much confidence, and too higha regard for the 
patriotism of my constituents, to believe that they 
would censure me for any vote that | may give 
upon this question. 1 rely upon their patriousm 
and good se nse, as every pure-minded representa- 
tiveouchttodo. When 1! used the word ** lavish,’’ 
| did not advocate an unreasonable and inordinate 
expenditure of the public moneys—by no means. 
When | use that word, | mean to say that we 
should expend this money freely, liberally, lav- 
ishly, if necessary, by way of paying our respect 
to the memory of the illustrious Washington. 
‘That is the object, sir, and | know my constitu- 
ents, and the constituents of my colleagues, too 
well to believe that they would find fault with 
them for voting a liberal sum of money for the 
purchase of Mount Vernon. As I have already 
— the fame of Washington is the property 

“his country, and there is too much patriotism 

the hearts of the American people to be penuri- 
ous or parsimonious upon a subject of this kind. 
- hat is all | have to say upon the subject. I now 
ew the demand for the previous question. 
ae WASHBURN, of Maine. I would sug- 
gest to my frend from New York, [Mr. Sage,] 
whether it would not be better for him to modify 
his resolution, and make it one of inquiry, rather 
than a direction ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the gentleman from illinois [Mr. Yates] demand- 
ed the previous question. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I thought the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Yates] was under a 
pledge to renew the motion made by his colleague 
to lay the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. SAGE. He was, but has kindly con- 
sented to withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Illinois withdraw the demand for the previous 


' 





| question ? 


| amendment, which I think will meet the views of 


Mr. YATES. Ido. 

Mr. BAYLY. You have no right to do it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentieman from Maine 
[Mr. Wasusvrn] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hold in my hand an 


the gentleman from Maine. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Maine yield the floor? 


| resolution in its present form. 


Dec. 15, 
Mr. WASHBURN. I yield the floor for . 
minute to my friend from North Carolina, to read 
his proposition. ; 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I would suggest, 

the followin: fr amendment: That Comn Lites 
be om structed to inquire into the expediency of 
purchasing the estate of Mount Vernon, to be 
used in such a manner as may be consiste nt With 
the public interest and a due regard for the mem. 
ory of George Washington. 

Mr. SAGE. If acc ept that modification. I 
have no wish but a vote of inquiry. And | will 
fill the blank with **a select committee of five”? 

The SPEAKER. The original resolution wa 
& joint resolution, but this: is a simple resolu 
sore modification can only be made, therefore, » by 

lanimous consent. 

ie BAYLY, of Virginia, I object. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. ‘[ } hope, then, 
that this resolution will be referred to one of the 
committees that have been suggested. I should 
prefer very much to vote for it as modified, and | 
had hoped there would be a unanimons consent 
for its modification. I think, sir, that it is reason- 
able. I think it is due to ourselves that some 
steps should be taken; that the time has come 
when it belongs to the nation to take some steps 
for the purchase of Mount Vernon. | do not 
imagine it is going to lead to any very great ex- 
travagance. 1 do not imagine it would be a dan- 
gerous precedent. 

‘There are some questions upon which, perhaps, 
we are not calied upon or required to look very 
carefully, or with a very serutinizing eye, into the 
Constitution. 

! agree with what Madison onee said when 
Louisiana was obtained, that the first thing was 
to obtain Louisiana, and then look into the Con- 
stitution afterwards. There are sometimes pro- 
prieties that choose, and are not chosen; and it 
seems to me that this is a case of that kind. We 
are not required to discuss the questio 1 of power, 
and it is well not to discuss it. Sir, I have no 
question as to the power—the power within the 
sprit of the Constitution. Certainly we have as 
much right to do this, as we had to appropriate 
money a year ago for the equestrian statue of Gen- 
eral Jackson. I do not remember that the ques- 
tion of constitutional power was raised then by 
the gentleman from Virginia. As I said before, 
I do not think that this can be drawn into a prece- 
cent. We have but one Father of the Country— 
but one who was ‘* first in war, first in peace, first 
in the hearts of his countrymen.’’ I hope, there- 
fore, that this resolution will be referred toa se- 
lect committee, although I do not like the joint 
Il now demand the 


then, 





lion 


previous question. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 
joint resolution upon the table. 

Mr. DISNEY. I rise to a privileged question. 
We have had here to-day a very pretty exhibition 
of generous sympathy and large patriotism, and 
| take it for granted that, at least to some extent, 
some gentlemen 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The gentle- 
man from Ohio is aware that a demand is made 
for the previous question, and that a motion has 
been also made to lay the joint resolution on the 
table; debate is, therefore, out of order. 

Mr. DISNEY. I understand that, and I was 
only about to add that, supposing gentlemen at 
this time feel some disposition to go to business, 
in order to give them an opportunity of so doing, 
[ move that we now proceed to the consideration 
of the business upon the Speaker’s table, the 
morning hour having expired. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Can my col- 
league get the floor at this time to make that mo- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER. All the three propositions 
pending are privileged in their nature; but, accord- 
ing to the rules of the House, the proposition of 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Disney] is in order 
at any time. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Diswey’s 
motion, and it was agreed to; and the House pro- 
ceeded to the business on the Speaker’s table. 


I move to lay the 





DISBURSEMENT OF THE SENATE'S CONTIN- 
GENT FUND. 


The following bill from the Senate was taken up 
from the Speaker’ s table and read a first and sec- 
| ond time by its title: 
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«A bill to regulate the disburs sement of the con- 


tingent fur nd of the Senate, and for other pu irposes.”’ 
~ Mr. HOUSTON. That bill proposes to regu- 
lete the manner in which Senators shall draw 
their mileage and per diem; and several of the 
Senators have expressed a very great ar 
e House should act upon it without a reference 
a committee. If it be the pleasure of the 


)Xtety that 


to 

Llouse, I will propose to put the bill upon its 
issage nuw. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


The Clerk read the bill. 


Read the bill. 


: or , “i 
Mr. MACE. Is it in order to move an amend- 
ment to the bi ? 
The SPEAKER. It is. 
Mr. MACE. I then move the following 
amendment: 
Sec. And he it further enacted, That the moneys 
Y i have been or may here ufter r - ‘ap propriated for the 
em aud mileage of members of the House of Repre 
ves, shall be paid at the Treasury, on requisition 
i by the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Represent- 
es, and shall be kept, disbursed, and accounted for by 
nu, according to law. And the said Sergeant-at-Arms 
shall be deemed a disbursing officer, and in lieu of the 
i now required of him, under the rules of the House of 
Representatives, he shall give bond to the United States, 
within ten days after the passage of this act, with one or 
more sureties, to be approved by the Comptroller of the 
isury, in the penal sum of one hundred thousand dol 
lars, with condition for the faithful application and dis 
bursement of such funds as may be drawn from the Treas- 


ury under this act, which bond shall be deposited in the 


Comptroller’s office. 


. LANE, of Indiana. I would like to ask 

the gentleman from Indiana a question. Does he 

yropose to give the Sergeant-at-Arms the salary 

of four thousand dollars which we, by this bill, 

rave to the Secretary of the Senate? 1 am not 
prepared to vote for the thing at all. 

Mr. MACE. I understand, from the terms of 
the bill now under consideration, that additional 
compensation is proposed to be allowed the Sec- 
retary of the Senate for disbursing the contingent 
fund of that body. If that officer is to receive 
additional pay for such service, | should like to 
know why the Sergeant-at-Arms of this House 
should not be placed upon the same footing with 
him? And I will remark here, Mr. Speaker, 
that, as at present advised, | am opposed to the 
whole arrangement. I understand that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury has decided, distinctly, 
that the President of the Senate, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and® the Secretary 
of the Senate, are not disbursing agents or off- 
cers under the revenue laws of the country. I 
may be mistaken in reference to another thing— 
but I do not think that | am—and it is: That the 
whole object of this present movement is to place 
the contingent fund of the Senate in the posses- 
sion of some irresponsible bankers in the city of 
Washington. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If my friend will allow me, 
I will answer him in reference to that point now. 
The object is precisely the reverse. The first 
section of that bill proposes to make the Secretary 
of the Senate a disbursing officer, and, as soon as 
that is done, he will, under the law of 1846, im- 
mediately come under the control of the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury; and then he dare not deposit 
with a bank. 

Mr. MACE. I will ask my friend from Ala- 
bama one question. How does the Sergeant-at- 
Arms of this House now, without the aid of that 
law, pay the members their per diem and mileage? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have not examined into 
the manner in which the Speaker and Sergeant- 
at-Arms, obtained money for the members of the 
House. [ understand 1, however, to be thus: 
The Speaker signs a certificate, setting forth the 
fact that a certain amount of money is due toa 
member, which certificate, with his receipt, is 
handed by the member to the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
who takes them to the Treasury, and there 
obtains the money. The gentleman will allow 
me to state, while I have the floor, that the prac- 
tice in the Senate is, and has been different, 
from the different organization of that body. 
1 understand it to be true—and the honorable 
member from Missouri, {Mr. Benton,] will know 
more of that than | do—li understand it to betrue, 
that the Presiding Officer of the Senate never cer- 
tifies to any amount due to the members of that 
body until the termination of the session; at which 
time he makes one certificate as to the whole 
amount. The practice there has been for the sec- 
retary of that body to draw out of the Treasury 


large amounts of money for its contingent fund, 


ata time—such amounts as would suit the pur- 
pose. The amount is de sited 


ile ill his favor, 
and he draws his individual checks for the sums 
due the Senate whenever they desirethem. Under 


the old practice it was an individual trans 





i { n 
whenever money was drawn from the Treasury 
‘The Secretary of the Treasury has very property, 


inmy o pinion, decided that this practice is ag Lin: 
the law of 1846—the Independent Treasury law. 
He requires that the Senate shall either 
a mode similar to that e LO} ted by the Liouse, 
the Secretary of the Senate the 
disbursing officer of the Government. This bill 
proposes to make the Secretary of the Senate 
that disbursing officer. 


ncdont 
Quo 


or else make 


By it he will have author- 
ily to draw out of the Treasury and deposit the 
amount under the order of tl 


f Secretary of the 
Treasury, and then his checks in favor of the Sen- 
ators willcommand the money. ‘Thatis what the 
Senate desire, and | do not regard it as unreason- 
able. 

Mr. MACE. I am very well satisfied with the 
explanation made by my friend from Alabama, 
(Mr. Hovusron,] so far as it regards the Senate. On 
other points l am not.so well 
matter of convenience to Se 


satisfied. If itis a 
nators, and a matter 
of convenience to their disbursing officers, to re- 
ceive their pay under such a billas that now under 
consideration, | ask why it is that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms of the House of Representatives should not 
have the same facilities, and the same easy manner 
of paying us? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman allow 
mea word of aera lt is this: The ex- 
planation given to me by Senators who have con- 
versed with me on the subject was merely this. 
They said that they did not propose to interfere 
with the arrangements of the ] Louse, ecause they 
did not know whether the House pear this to 
be done, or whether they preferred it as the mode 
by which their money was to be managed and 
controlled. And if the House choose to receive 
their pay on the same principle, and put their 
money on the same footing, they have aright to 
do so. The Senate are not opposed to the Hor ise 
having the same laws regulating the government 
of their contingent fund which they propose to 
apply to themselves and to the government of their 
contingent fund. 

Mr. MACE. Is the gentleman [Mr. Houston] 
in favor of my amendment? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the gentleman to favor 
me for a moment. I have no objection to his 
amendment. Ido not oppose it. lam willing to 
vote for it; and if he offer an additional amend- 
ment, I will vote for it. Whatever is convenient 
for the Senate, under proper restrictions, and is 
not irregular or contrary to the law, lL ath perfectly 
willing to see them exercise. 

Mr. MACE. Mr. Speaker, I think that this 
matter involves considerations which should be re- 
flected upon. Many members of the House are not 
sufficiently well satisfied yet in respect to the prac- 
tice proposed in the proposition. With a view, 
therefore, to give every gentieman an opportunity 
of investigating and looking into it, and voting un- 
derstandingly upon the question, i move that the 
resolution be referred to the Committee on Ways 
and Means; and upon that motion I demand the 
previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the gentle- 
man please to withdraw that motion? 

Mr. MACE. 
the gentleman will renew it. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Sneaker, by the laws of 
1818, fixing the pay—the mileage and per diem— 
of Senators and members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, It 1s provided, | believe, that the cer- 
tificate of the Presiding Officer of the Senate and 
the Presiding Officer of the House sha!l certify as 
to the amounts respectively due to the members of 
the body over which they preside. By the act 
of 1851—if I mistake not, sir—it is provided that 
the certificate of the Presiding Officer of the House, 
and also of the Senate, shall be conclusive on all 
the accounting officers of the Treasury as to the 
amount due respectively to the Senators and mem- 
bers of this House. By that proviso to the ap- 
propriation bill of 1851—I think it was—the 
accounting officer of the Treasury cannot go be- 
hind the certificate to ascertain what Is due to any 
member of this House—cannot go behind the 


certificate of the officer of the Senate to ascerluin 


Certainly, l will withdraw it, if 
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what is due to any member of the Senate—for 
mileage and per diem. The practice up to the 
present session, with a few exceptions, has been 
for the Speaker of this House to make his requisi- 
tion upon the Treasury Dep artment for fifty, a 
hundred, or two hundred thousand do 
propriations made to pay the mileage and per diem 
f members of the House. That requisition would 

honored at the Treasury Department. The 


Speaker then deposited tha 


lars, for ap- 


the sum drawn, in 
some one of the banks of this ecily, from which he 
could check out any amount which the members 
should call for from day today. I believe similar 
arrangements were made, as to the pay of the 
members of the Senate, with the Secretary of that 


cai | . 
vody, who performed those services. 


The present Se retary of the Treasury, in 
looking to that law, has come to the conclusion 
n to pay the 
Secretary of 
e law requires that the pre- 
rs of the two bo dies shall certify as to 
the amount due to the members therein, and that 
that amount so certified shall be paid at the 
Treasury of the United States. Consequently, 
sir, you at this time, instead of making a requisi- 


that there is no law to authorize hir 
requisitions of the Speaker, or of the 
the Senate, and that tl 


siding othce 


mn upon the Treasury, and depositing the amount 
drawn with one of the banks of this city, as has 
been the case at former Congresses, must certify 
toa certain amount as due to members of this 
House for mileage and per diem. The Sergeant- 
at-Arms sends up to the Treasury by his messen- 
ver, and in as short a time as he could go toa 
bank where the money has been heretofore 
posited, he receives it here. The same operation 
can be applied to the Senate, and the same 
will be apphed, ifthey adopt the same policy. My 
own opinion ts, that the law requires the money 
to be paid atthe ‘Treasury. It is ‘ 
where the mone y should be paid. 
For 1 mys 3 if, l can 


de- 


the proper plac e 


eno neces 





ity for the pas- 
sage of this bill. ‘There is one thing in the first 
section of it which | hope will be stricken out, if 
the House determine to pass the bill, and that is, 
the provision increasing the salary of the Secre- 
tary of the Senate. He now receives, by law, 
three thousand dollars, and I believe, under the 
universal compensation rule which prevails in 
that and this House at the end of every session, 
he receives five hundred doll: urs in addition. 

There is another thin te also, which | wish to 
see stricken out of the bill, if it must pass, and 
that is the provision whic h’ constitutes the Com 
mittee on Accounts in the Senate the auditing 
officers of the contingent fund of the Senate. I[ 
hope it will be amended so as to leave that duty 
to be performed by the Secretary, as heretofore, 
so that it may be audited at the Department, as 
the law requires it to be done in reference to all 
persons having accounts at the Treasury. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to correct an error 
into which the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Jones} has fallen. I shall not resist a reference 
of this bill to any committee. It is very desirable 
that it should be acted upon, and it is desirable, 
in the first place, law regula- 
ting that subject, as far as the Senate is concerned. 
In the next place, my own opinion respecting the 
intercourse of the two Houses of Congress, in 
the discharge of their duties, is, that it should be 
characterized by a great deal of indulgence on the 
part of each peuenee the other. If the Senate 
have any p irticu 


because there is no 


‘ fancy for any partic ular mode 
in which their contingent fund shall be kept and 
disbursed, as a member of this body, I should let 
them have it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to ask the 
gentleman to specify the error into which he said 
L fell ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam coming to that point. 
I say I set out with this sort of feeling, to which 
| have referred, in the discussion and examination 
of this proposition. If the Senate propose to the 
House a mode in which they are to disburse their 
contingent fund, unless that mode is one in conflict 
with law, or justice, or propriety, or economy, I 
say let them have it. 1 defer that much to a codr- 
dinate legislative bady. 

| think, furthermore, that the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jones] has fallen into error in this 
respect—there is no law devolving upon the Vice 
President of the United States, who presides over 
the Senate, any duty connected with paying or 


di irsing the conungent! ad m that by “ly 
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Now, | understand the practice to be—and that 
practice is founded on law—that the Vice-Presi- 
dent of the United States certifies, at the end ofa 
session of Congress, to the gross amount due to 


members for their mileage and per diem. 

Mr. JONES. I did not state that it required 
any certificate from the Presiding Officer of the 
Senate as to the contingent fund, but as to the 
mileage and per diem of members; and I would ask 
the centleman from Alabama to state to the House, 
if there is any difference in law with respect to 
ascertaining the amount due and the mode of pay- 
ment to members of the Houseand Senate. ‘They 
are all placed upon the same footing. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Speaker certifies to our 
drafts, and all our transactions concerning mileage 
and per diem are carried on through the Speaker, 
and under his signature; but such has never been 
the case in the Senate. The Vice President has 
his duties prescribed to him by the Constitution; 
and there is no law that I am able to find that de 
volves upon him any duty connected with the 
disbursement of the money. 

Mr. JONES. [ would ask the gentleman from 
Alabama if either the Senators or members of the 
House have been paid according to law ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I stated, when I had the 
floor upon a previous occasion, that I believed the 
Secretary of the Treasury was correct in his 
opinion ‘of the construction of the law of 1846, 
and that we were going on in violation of the law; 
but that does not meet the point which [ was pre- 
senting to the honorable member from ‘Tennessee. 
W hat right have we to say that the Vice Presi- 
dent, who is elected by the people of the United 
States, and whose duty it is, as prescribed by the 
Constitution, to preside over the Senate, shall be 
a disbursing officer of the Government, as far as 
the mileage and per diem of members of Con- 
gress, or any other sum of money, is concerned ? 
Il ask the gentleman whether we have the power 
to do that? 1 stated a fact, which I supposed to 
be true, that it has never been the practice of the 
the Vice President or the Presiding Officer to cer- 
tify to the mileage and per diem. 

Mr. JONES. I ask the gentleman from Ala- 
bama if the Constitution of the United States does 
not make the Vice President the President of the 
Senate, and if the Congress of the United States 
have not the right to prescribe the duties of that 
officer as well as the President, or any other ofifi- 
cer of the Government? 

Mr. EWING. I would suggest that this mat- 
ter should go to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, where it can be fully investigated, in 
order that it may be better understood by the 
House before it is disposed of. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have no objection to the 
bill going to our committee, if the House wish it. 

Mr. JONES. I will merely remark, that I 
have no particular feeling about this bill. 

Mr. EWING. I have not yielded the floor. 
I renew the motion to refer this bill to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means; and upon that mo- 
tion I call the previous question, 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Will the gentle- 
man allow me to make a single remark ? 

Mr. EWING. The motion has already been 
withdrawn once, and I cannot accommodate my 
friend from Virginia. 

Mr. BAYLY. I only desired to say that the 
Senate are on short allowance, and that they can- 
not stand delay. [Laughter.] 

The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I move to lay the bill 
upon the table. 

{Loud cries of ** No!” **No!”’ 

The question was put; and the House refused 
to lay the bill upon the table. 

The main question was then ordered; and under 
the operation thereof, the bill was referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 


The bill from the Senate, prescribing the manner 
of appointing the Assistant Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, was next taken from the Speaker’s table, and 
read a first and second time by.its title. 

Mr. HOUSTON. IL move to refer this bill to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. EWING. 1 move to refer it to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; and, 
if it be in order, | will briefly give my reasons for 
making the motion. 


| fortunate. 
upon the sympathies of his countrymen—Ken- || 


A Memper. Let the bill be read first. 

The bill was read through by the Clerk. 

It provides that hereafter the officer of the 
Government known as Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury, shall be appointed by the President 
of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

Mr. EWING. Now, sir, a word in explana- 
tion of my motion. I think it would be a better 
disposition of this bill to refer it to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, than to 
any private standing committee. I am extremely 
anxious, and I believe it is the desire of the people 
all over the country, that this war which has been 
stealing upon us should at last be openly con- 
ducted. itis the custom among all civilized na- 
tions, when they goto war, to declare what are 
the issues upon which their warfare is to be waged, 
that an enlightened world may judge of the jus- 
tice of those issues. 

Now, sir, I discover upon t ‘e part of some of my 
friends the existence of a very proper and praise- 
worthy State pride. For instance, the other day, 
when the ancient prescriptive right of Virginians 
to hold office was assailed most outrageously and 
unprecedentedly, [{laughter,] my worthy friend 
over the way, |Mr. Bayry,) from Virginia— 
greatly be it said to his honor—at once rose in de- 
fense of the rights of Virginia. That gentleman 
has taken under his charge the protection of the de- 
partment of the library of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and I,as a Kentuckian, claim the same 
right in reference to another branch of the Gov- 
ernment, and assume to take the Treasury Depart- 
ment under my wing. [Renewed Janghter.]} 

Sir, | know of no other reason, but the one I 
have given, which the gentleman could offer in 
justification and vindication of his course. Two 
years ago, when the head of that venerable Whig, 
the Librarian, rolled upon the sands, stained 
with his sacred blood—when he fell under the axe 
of proscription, removed from this same office 
by this same high functionary who presides at 
that desk, | do not remember that a single word 
was then said of the supreme importance of 
the House taking the election of Librarian into 
theirown hands. We poor, proscribed, and down- 
trodden Whigs, had then, as we have since, not 
only in Congress now, but in the Executive De- 
partments of the Government, to submit to the 
torture inflicted upon us by our relentless con- 
querors with Indian stoicism, not being allowed 
even the privilege of grumbling, though | now beg 
leave to give one solitary groan of agony for the 
fate of some of my friends. [Laughter.] 

I do not like this sort of warfare; let us havea 
fair and open fight. Let us have a courageous, 
energetic fight; no underhanded game; no guerrilla 
warfare, cutting off sentinels and pickets, and 
skirmishing with outposts. Let us see good Na- 
tional Democrats, as they call themselves, come 
out with true courage. I am weary of these as- 
saults upon a Kentucky Secretary of the Treasury, 
whom I believe to be the best of the whole batch. 
He might well exclaim with honest Jack Falstaff, 
**Company, villainous company, hath been the 
spoil of me.’’ [Great laughter.) I believe that 
he is an honest man, and I say it in all sincerity; 
and I do not want any ‘‘laughter’’ introduced 
by the Reporter just here in his report of these 
remarks, so as to make it appear that 1 am not 
now speaking in sincerity. I repeat it again, 
sincerely, that I believe he is an honest, reliable, 
courageous man. I knowit. I have known him 
for years; and both in his public and his private 
character I esteem him most highly. I believe 
him to be a man of courage, a man of energy, a 
man of sincerity. I believe that the strength of 
his convictions, and the honesty of his purposes, 
have been used by others who had, perhaps, less 
courage, and less energy, and less sincerity. I 
know that he has been unhorsed, perhaps, in the 
opinion of many, in a recent tilt which he had 
in a New York arena. Perhaps his luck was not 
very good in that quarter [laughter;] but all men 
have their faults and their weaknesses. Dogberry 
says that ‘*to be a well-favored man is the gift of 
fortune; but to write and to read comes by na- 
ture.’’? [Laughter.] And it is not in the nature 
of all men to write with ability. He may have 
failed in that encounter. He may have been un- 
So much the stronger, then, is the call 


tuckians. | appeal to all of them around me tocome 
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to the reseue. Let us defend him and have o 
warfare, and then perhaps | might feel there was 
some chivalry in the combat. I do not know ies 
I might not be tempted even to enlist myself in the 
army, if war was declared against the who! 
ministration, the head and front, from the 
down to the assistant secretaries, and” the low est 
clerks. Why, they do not even assail our Ken- 
tucky Secretary directly himself. They attack him 
by a sort of indirect blows at the Assistant Secre. 
tary—by passing a resolution somewhat like the 
resolution of my friend from Vi:ginia, (Mr. Bay. 
Ly,| who has just discovered, afier several years’ 
| service in Congress, that it is highly important 

for the proper care of the books, that the libra. 
rian should be elected by the House—[laughter|— 
they discovered after a long series of years that it 
was not safe to intrust the appointment of the Ag- 
sistant Secretary of the Treasury to the head of 
the Treasury Department himself, but that he 
ought to be confirmed by the Senate, 

Mr. BA ¥is¥, of Virginia. As the gentleman 
has referred to me so frequently, probably | may 

| be justified in interrupting him fora moment. He 

says that for a long series of years the Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury has been appointed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury. Will he be sood 
enough to inform me when the law passed aut hor- 
izing the appointment of an Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury? It occurs to me that it is a late 
law. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
two years ago. 

Mr. EWING. The gentleman from Virginia, 
like the gentleman from Illinois, on his left, { Mr, 

LICHARDSON,| has a sort of Socratic mode of argu- 

ment; he is peculiarly given to asking questions in 

order to entrap young and unsophisticated members 
| like myself, who do not know the dates of the pas- 
| sage ot laws. [Laughter.] I knew he only asked 
| that question in order to give himself an opportu- 
nity of showing that he knows a great deal better 
than I do when laws were passed. Well, at all 
_ events, that law was passed by a Democratic Con- 

gress, and, unfortunately, you have got a Ken- 
|tucky Secretary—a Democratic Secretary—and 
| you want to deprive him of power. Sir, | call 
upon the Democracy—the organized Democracy 
of the House—the Democracy who go for true or- 
| ganization—the great and general Democratic par- 
ty—the univefsal, all-absorbing Democratic party, 
composed, as it is, of so many elements through- 
out this universal nation of ours—I call upon the 
organized Democracy of the House to refuse to 
that refractory Senate the right to sit in judgment 
| upon the appointments of the Democratic Secie- 
tary of the ‘T'reasury of the United States, 
{ Laughter. } 

Why, sir, what next are they to perpetrate? 
| Here, within a few days past, have they not de- 
clared—not exactly open warfare; they have not 
| come to that yet—but have they not declared this 
| newly-invented guerrilla war against the organi- 
' zation of the Democratic party, and absolutely, 
with an unprecedented audacity, unpardonable, 
too, as it is, dared to elect their own public 
printer, [laughter,} without consultation with Mr. 
Armstrong, or the President, or either of the Sec- 
| retaries of the United States, although, as I am 
informed, those gentlemen most amiably offered 
/to a number of Senators their best advice and 
counsel in reference to the matter? [Renewed 
|laughter.] Who ever heard of .such audacity? 
| We know it has been intimated by the Union 
newspaper that they would not have dared to do 
it, but for the secret ballot. But he is after them. 
| He intends to ferret out those pusillanimous Sen- 
'ators who slyly, and under cover and protec- 
tion of the secret ballot, assailed the great De- 
| mocracy, and to hold them up to the derision 
of the country. Armstrong will get them yet. 
{Laughter.] There is no escape for them, no 
secrecy, no bushwhacking, no guerrilla warfare. 
They will have to come out openly; and | am on 
Armstrong’s side in that respect. [Laughter ] 
| Let us see who they are. One gentleman has 
already denied that he had any part in the matter, 
with the utmost haste and the most wholesome 
fear of thesrod which the Union holds over his 
| writhing back. Yes, sir, I call, in conclusion, 
most earnestly upon the organization of the great 
Democratic party in this House to resist the 
proposition to deprive a Kentuckian—a citizen of 
ja State next to old Virginia—[laughter})—(we 
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eut off Old Virginia when we concluded to come 
nro the Union,)—[renewed laughter]—to resist 
the proposition, | say, to deprive a Kentucky Sec- 
retary of the Treasury of the power which justly 
belongs to him, and the transferral of that power 
into the hands of a refractory, audacious Senate 

the Unfftted States, who have ceased, as it 
seems, to know their own place, and who, abso- 
lutely, without consultation, or rather in the face 
ef proper counsel, have dared to elect their own 
pub ic printer. {Laughter. } 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker, I have no- 
ticed that my friend from Kentucky has been for 
the Jast two or three days very restless, and look- 
ing, L have no doubt, with a great deal of anxiety 
over to this side of the House, in the hope that 
we would spring a little quarrel among ourselves. 
As we have not done so quite as soon as he de- 
sired, he has taken this oecasion to attempt to 
throw a firebrand in our midst. Sir, the gentle- 
man is very welcome to his witticisms; but when 
you come to examine the joint resolution now 
before the House, it will be perceived that it does 
not justify the remarks he has made. It is incor- 
rect, as asserted, that it wars upon Mr. Guthrie, 
1 anybody else. The gentleman seems to have 
forgotten the legislation even which has occurred 
since he became a member of this body. He 
seems to have forgotten that this is the only As- 
s stant Secretary at this time whose nomination 
is not confirmed by the Senate. He has argued 
as if it were an attack upon the part of the Senate 
against the Secretary of the Treasury, because 
they have singled out his Assistant Secretary for 
the purpose of bringing his nomination before that 
body for confirmation. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, all of the assistant secretaries 
in all of the other Departments are nominated to 
the Senate for its confirmation: the Assistant Sec- 
retary of State is so nominated, and a law was 
passed at the last Congress, requiring the appoint- 
ments of the assistant postmasters to be sent to 
the Serf&te for its confirmation, ‘This appointment 
of the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury is the 
only one not subjected to that ordeal. In my 
view it is proper that it should be made so. 

1, however, have objections to that resolution, 
and I propose to refer itto the Committee on Ways 
and Means, for the purpose of amending and cor- 
recting it. The resolution proposes that it shall 

go into effect immediately upon its passage, to 
which I object; because, if that provision be agreed 
to, the resolution may be regarded as an attack 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury. That was 
not the design of many of the Senators who voted 
for it, for they have so advised me; but whether 
it was the design or not, | would never consent to 
vote for the resolution in its present shape. I am 
willing to vote for a resolution which will require 
the appointment of the Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury, on a vacancy occurring hereafter, to be 
sent to the Senate for its confirmation. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I will, with 
the gentleman’s permission, make the following 
suggestion: Let the gentleman propose an amend- 
ment, such as he has mentioned, call the previous 
question, and then let the bill be passed, with or 
without amendments, as the House may choose. 

Mr. HOUSTON. IfI had an amendment pre- 
pared I would offer it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Houston] will withdraw the 
motion to refer the resolution to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, I propose to amend the reso- 
lution, by inserting at the end of the first line, 
after the word ‘‘ Treasury,” the words ‘* hereafter 
to be provided,’’ and we will haveit all right then. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is the objection I have 
in view. I do not wish, Mr. Speaker, to consume 
the time of the House; therefore 1 withdraw the 
motion to refer to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and propose the amendment suggested by 
my friend from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] and upon 
that motion to amend I ask the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move that 
the whole matter be referred to the Committee on 
Waysmand Means. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. WHEELER. I renew it. 

Mr. EWING. I am willing to listen to sugges- 
tions from any competent authority recognized by 
the organization of the House. I would simply 
say that I feel flattered at the notice I have received 
from the gentleman for the last few days. 


The SPEAKER. 

Mr. EWING. 
motion? 

The SPEAKER. No; the previous question 
having been demanded. 

Mr. EWING. Could I not withdraw my 
motion: 

The SPEAKER. Not without the unanimous 
consent of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I demanded the previous 
question on the entire proposition—on the motion 
to refer and on the motion to amend. 

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, | hope the gen- 
tleman will allow me to withdraw my motion and 
make a single word of explanation. 
deavored to hold me up to this House 

Mr. HOUSTON. have no desire to hold up 
the gentleman before the House, but | was cut off 
in my own speech by the gentleman on my left. 
I have no desire to suppress debate, but | think 
that the question has been debated far enough. | 
withdraw the motion for the previous question to 
give the gentleman (Mr. Ewrne] the opportunity 
he desires, to explain. 

Mr. EWING. I wish simply to state that | 

have been misinterpreted and misunderstood, and 
that this is but an additional instance added to the 
many that have gone before showing how easily a 
patriot’s motives may be perverted and misunder- 
stood. My restlessness and anxiety were excited 
by the commotion in the great Democratic party 
which has saved the Union, and which is hereafter 
to savethe country. They have had my sympathy. 
In relation to the gentleman’s [Mr. Hovston’s] 
share in the organization of the House, | am sure 
that if he had observed me during the past Congress 
as he has done for the past few days, he would 
have seen me at all times endeavoring to sustain 
himself and his committee; and the Lord knows 
they needed it sometimes! I voted to give them 
a clerk when they seemed to be in a minority on 
this floor. ‘The request was a proper one to the 
House, and was presented unanimously by the 
committee; and having seventy majority on the 
Democratic side, | thought it would be adopted. 
But the Committee on Ways and Means seemed, 
as usual, to bein a woeful minority. Sir, if the last 
Congress provided by law that the Secretary of the 
Treasury alone should have the appointment of 
his associate, doubtless it was for good reasons. 
I confess | gave no particular attention to that law 
in its passage, conception, or origin. I had no 
idea that it would affect any personal or intimate 
friend of mine, or that any such would be likely 
to hold the office. 1 paid no particular attention 
toitatthe time. I confess freely (and I allow the 
gentlemen from Virginia and Alabama [Messrs. 
Barzy and Houston] all the honor of their boasted 
superior information) that | did not know the date 
of the passage of the law. But if this law now 
»roposed be necessary in connection with that 
Department of the Government, why not reform 
also the other Departments? Why not extend 
this reform to the other Departments, instead of 
undoing that which was found necessary in the 
last Congress? lam not, however, disposed to be 
refractory. I have seen the evil of it; and, as the 
gentleman constitutes a part of the organization of 
the House, I yield to his suggestion, and with- 
draw the motion to refer it. 

Mr. BAYLY. 1 ask that the second clause of 
the second section of the second article of the 
Constitution may be read. 

The clause was read, as follows: 

‘* He shall have power, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, to make treaties, provided two thirds of 
the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint embassadors, other public ministers and consuls, 
Judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the 
United States whose appointments are not herein otherwise 
provided for, and which shall be established by law: but 
the Congress may by law vest the appointment of such 
inferior officers as they think proper in the President alone, 
in the courts of law, or in the heads of Departments.’’ 

Mr. BAYLY. I desire oniy to call the atten- 
tion of the House to that part of the Constitution 
which has been read—and which I am obliged 
to the Clerk for properly emphasizing—which 
refers to the inferior officers who are to be appointed 
by the President or heads of Departments. All 
other than inferior officers are to be appointed by 
the President, under the review of the Senate. 
Can there be any objection to this? Is the Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Treasury an inferior officer, 
whose appointment is a matter of so little general 


Debate is not in order. 
Is itnot in order on my own 


He has en- 
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concern that it is to be left alone to the heads of 
Departments, or to the President Sir, he stands 
next to the Secretary of the Treasury himself. It 
was an omission, am quite sure, in the law 
organizing the Department of the lnterior—for l 
think it was in the organization of that Depart- 
ment that this Assistant Secretary was given— 
it Was an OMISSION Not to require that officer to be 
confirmed by the Senate. When, at the last Con- 
gress, we gave to the Department of State an 
Assistant Secretary of State, that omission was 
noticed and marked, both in this House and in 
the other, and the Assistant Secretary of State, 
whose appointment we authorized then, can only 
be appointed upon the nomination of the Presi- 
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. ‘This bill, as | understand it, is a bill to 
correct the omission to which | have referred, and 
to produce uniformity. 

| beg leave to say- though | know it often ex- 
cites a smile here if anybody says anything about 
the Constitution, and particularly if the remark 
comes from a member from Virginia—but without 
the fear of that ridicule, lLundertake to say it was an 
unconstitutional omission. It being an unconaeti- 
tutional omission, and the Senate, by an over- 
whelming majority, having attempted to remedy 
that omission, the question is whether this House 
itself will refuse its concurrence? Uniess centle 
men here are prepared to decide that the Assret- 
ant Secretary of the Treasury is, in view of the 
Constitution, an inferior oficer—an officer such 
as a messenger or clerk—unless they are ready to 
decide that a man who stands second in the De- 
partment to the Secretary himself, is an inferior 
officer, whose appointment may be conferred by 
law upon the President alone, or the heads of 
Departments, they are compelled to pass thee bil 

I undertake to say to my friend from Tennessee 
that this amendment of “ hereafter’’ does not 
remedy the defect. The whole defect is in the 
law as it is, and it ought to be remedied at the 
first opportunity which presents itself. Why 
insert the word ‘*hereafter?’’ Is there a fear 
that the present Assistant Secretary of the Treas- 
ury cannot stand the ordeal of the Senate if he 
cannot stand that ordeal, that is the very best 
reason in the world for not inserting this word 
‘*hereafter.”’ If he can stand the ordeal, then 
the amendment will not affect him. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In reply to the gentleman, 
i would say, so far as that phraseology is con- 
cerned, that | have no such fear as he has. It ia 
not for the purpose of covering any cases that 
have already occurred, or of pointing directly at 
the Secretary of the Treasury, but of making the 
law apply to cases that may hereafter occur. 

Mr. BAYLY. I do not regard this bill as 
pointing at the Secretary at all. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I aay, furthermore, that the 
language of the law in relation to Assistant Post- 
masters General, is of a similar character. The 
name of one of these assistants was presented to 
the Senate; the other two are holding their offices 
now, but their names have never gone before the 
Senate for confirmation, because no vacancy was 
made, and | propose to do the same in this case. 

Mr. BAYLY. I am opposed particularly to 
the amendment ‘“‘hereafter.”’ As far as the As- 
sistant Secretary of the Treasury is concerned, I 
have nota word to say. He isa gentleman, f 
know very well; and | know him to be a most 
efficient officer. Inthe course of my remarks upon 
this matter, | have not had any reference what- 
ever to that Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. 
I aim no blow at him. 

The gentleman from Kentucky,{Mr. Ewrne}, in 
his remarkable speech, took ocearion to ref rtwo 
or three times to my action about the Librarian, 
and said that Mr. Williams, when he was turned 
out, was a Whig, and that | was not so vAhement- 
ly impressed at that time with the propriety of this 
House electing its own Librarian. | bee leave to 
say to the gentleman, in r@&ard to that matter, that 
he is simply mistaken. I thought sothen. I did not 
move in the matter in the Howwe, because there 
was no propriety in my doing so. He was not 
my constituent. I did remonstrate, however, 
Whig as he was, against his removal; but my 
remonstrances were of no avail. ; 

Mr. EWING. I understand the gentleman 
yerfectly, and give him credit for his explanation, 
I is precisely in accordance with what I said be- 
fore. The gentleman did not find occasion to 
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move in the matter of the removal of Mr. Wil- 
lime , the Li rarian, because he was not a Vir- 
Pinian and a Wemocrat. 1 thought that the ren- 
tleman from Virginia, who had voted for that 
hieh functionary, (pointing to the Clerk,) ought 
at least to be willing to stand up for one week to 
the responsibility of the vote he had given, even to 
the removal of the late Librarian, Mr. Parker. 
That was the idea I had about it. 

Mr. BAYLY I beg to say to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, that the Librarian of which 


he peaks {Mr. Williams] was a Virginian, 
nnd that he was removed against my remon- 
strance I have also to say, that Colonel Parker, 


who was sul equently appointed, was not ap- 


pointed upon my recommendation; but was re- 
ad | ily removed against my remonstrances. And 


lam free to say to my friend from Kentucky, 
he 


iMr. I: wing,| that the fact of this constituent of 


De moc rat, and belong 7, toan demo- 


mine bemg a 


cratic family, seemed to me to make it proper that 
1 should move in the matter. 


Mr. HIBBARD. 1 must raise a point of order 


upon my triend trom Virginia. It seems to me 
this train of discussion has been carried on far 
enough. fteannot be in order. 


The SPEAKER, The Chair sustains the point 
of order. 

Mr. GBAYL‘ ] revret that the gentleman from 
New ti Lnyty) hire did not raise his question of 
order before lle has allowed me to be assailed, 
and refuses to permit me to say a few words In 
my defense. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. After that 
clause of the Constitution which has been read, 
upon the suggestion of the gentleman from Vir- 
Bayiy,] it is unnecessary to adda 
word as to the propriety or the necessity of the 
passage ¢ f this bill. 

I had intended to say a word with regard to the 
amendment suggested by myself. I suggested 
that amendment, not for the purpose of securing 
Ils pp ire or ire card it as iltorether Improper 

but for the purpose of obtaining the action of 
the HTouse upon the bill at the present time. 

Now, sir, if the idea advanced by the gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. Elousron] be correct— 
that the officer appointed under the law of the 
last was appointed without the advice 
and consent of the Senate—and if the original 
altogether wrong in this respect, 
then there has been a wrong, ab initio; and the 
nomination of the present officer ought to be sub- 
mitted to the Senate for confirmation. If he was 
appointed under a law wrongly constructed, then 
why should his appointment not be submitted to 
he same ordeal as the appointments to be made 
to that office in future? Let it go to the Senate, 
a worthy officer, the Senate will, 
s, confirm his appointment; but if he be 
unworthy—and | do not pretend to express an 
apinion as to whether he is or not—but if he be 
an unworthy officer, he ought to be rejected, and 
neither he nor his friends ought to attempt to 


last Congre 


enactinent wi 


and, ii ne ve 


doubtl 


screen him from it, under a provision of a law 
which was passed, perhaps, without proper con- 
sideration. 

If it be true, as the gentleman from Alabama 
[Mr. Housren] has s 
have been appointed under the same circumstances, 
who bave-not been submitted to the Senate, let 
propose an amendment that shall embrace 
them and subject them to the same ordeal, and 
] will vote for it. 

Mr. HOUSTON, (interposing.) The gentle- 
man has mi derstood me altogether. What | 
said was that until the last Congress, Assistant 
Postmasters General, three in number, were ap- 
pointed by the Postmaster General himself; atthe 
last Congress, however, we passed a law sub- 
stanuall¥ in the same phraseology which we pro- 
pose to give this bill, requiring that in future the 
appointment of these officers must go the Senate. 
The result has been, @hat one of them has been 
removed, and the appointee confirmed by the Sen- 
ate. Two of the Assistant Postmasters, appointed 
before the passage of this law, however, now hold 
their offices, and have never been confirmed by the 
Senate, their appointment having never gone be- 
fore that body. Here is the law to which I refer, 
passed during the last Congress: 


uvvested, that other officers 


him 


«That hereafter, as the office of Assistant Postmaster 
General. or either of them, shall become vacated, the ap 
pointment of his successor shall be made by the President 


of the United States, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate.”’ 

Mr. STANTON. I wish to call the attention 
of the House to another point. ‘The Constitution 
of the United States, as | understand it, requires 
that officers of this des« ription & hall be ap} ointed 
by the President of the United States, | y and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. 

Mr. HENN, (interrupting.) | desire to inquire 
of the gentleman from ‘'ennessee as to the limita- 
tion of the term of office of the Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, or of the Assistant Post- 
masters General; whether there 1s any limitation 
or end to their terms of office? 

Mr. STANTON. ‘There is no positive limita- 
tion, except in the will of the appointing power. 
But, sir, there is a constitutional requirement, 
and the question 1s, whether il can be evaded by 
sullering aman to remain in othce contrary to 
that requirement. There is no other instance 
now under the Government of the United States— 
no instance under any existing law—in which an 
otlicer of this grade is appointed without confirm- 
ation by the Senate of the United States. It 
ought not to be so in this case; and a man of high 
feeling and of honor ought to scorn a place under 

uch circumstances, Cr any attempt to screen hiumn- 
self from the examination of the Senate. 

Mr. WHEELER 1 would like to ask the 
rentieman from ‘l'ennessee, if the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Alabama should 
be adopted, whether it would not bea reflection 
upon the President, in denying him the right to 
appoint in such case? 

Mr. STANTON. I think it isa reflection upon 
the officer who holds the ofhce in question to 
desire to screen himself in any such maoner. 

Mr. HiBBARD. IL have but one word to say 
upon this subject now, and that is, that enough 
has transpired in this debate, if it were not betore 
sufficiently evident, to convince the House that 
now 1s not the time to proceed to final action upon 
this bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think that this 
is the very time when we should act upon it. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I donot think so. There is 
no worse feature that can characterize legislation 
than that a bill involving important questions of 
law and expediency, should be driven through 
this House without allowing sufficient time for its 
proper consideration. ‘l'wo questions have arisen 
here—one in regard to the constituuionality, and 
another in regard to the expediency of this 
measure—both of which may well be doubted. 
At all events, so it struck me; and Lam not pre- 
mared, therefore, at this time, to act upon this bill. 

tmay be that lam not so quick of apprehension 
as other gentlemen upon the floor of this Elouse, 


but | must confess that I do notsufliciently under- | 


stand its meaning, its purpose, and its eflect; and 
what, let me inquire, is the need of this earnest haste 
on thisoccasion? Sir,l knowit not. My friend 
from Alabama [Mr. Elousron] has furnished no 
reason that is at all satisfactory to me. If the 
bill be a good one—and, for anything | know, it 
may be so—and I am by no means prepared to 
say that it will not have my full and perfect 
assent—there is no occasion for this earnest haste. 
Let these questions be investigated by proper 
committees; let there be a report made by some 
committee to the House; and when that Is done, 
we can act understandingly and advantageously. 
There is nothing whatever gained by undue haste. 
On the contrary, it not unfrequently leads to a 
lamentable retracing of our steps. It is a good 
rule to be cautious; and for the sake of the integ- 
rity of the practice of deliberation, as well as the 
bearings upon the question involved in this bill, 
I submit that this is not now the time to act 
upon it. If it pass at all, it strikes me that 
it should pass with the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones ;] but 
1 hold it to be one of those bills which should 
be examined by a suitable committee as to its 
lecal bearings, and also as to the questions of ex- 
pediency relating to it; and I think it should be 
referred to one of the standing committees of this 
House, for the purpose of careful investigation. 
Touching the revenue and affecting the Treasury 
Department in its operation, it strikes me that the 
proper reference in this case is to the Committee 
on Ways and Means—the reference which has 


been already suggested. If gentlemen have an- | 


other choice, well and good; | have no feeling 
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in the matter; but for the purpose of terminating 
debate, and of deciding whether we wil! act upon 
the bill now, or at some future period when we 
have had sufficient time for deliberation, | move its 
reference to the Committee on Ways and Means: 
and on that motion I ask for the previous questior 

Mr. JONES. Lhopethe House will Wteitdow ry 

[Cries of ‘ Vote it down !’’) oe 

_Mr. PHILIPS. I ask the gentleman from 
New Hampshire [Mr. Hissarp} to withdraw ; 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I would do it with pleasure 
but if I do it for the gentleman from Alabama i 
must do it for others. c 

Mr. JONES. Further debate is not in ord r 

‘The House was then divided on the demand 
for the previous question, and it was not seconded 

Mr. PHILIPS said: I would not, Mr. Speaker. 
offer any remarks upon the subject before the 
House, which has already received so much de- 
bate, if it were not that I differ from the able and 
learned gentlemen who have preceded me with 
regard to the constitutionality of this measure, J 
profess to be a strict constructionist. | probably 
owe my seat here to my attachment to that poljt- 
ical creed. But, at the same time, we must be 
careful that we do not forego or pretermit the ck: 
constitutional powers which are vested by 
Constitution in the Federal Government. ~ 

The gentleman from Virginia, |Mr. Bayty.) and 
the gentleman on my left from Tennessee, (Mr. 
STANTON,] have both assumed that it was a posi- 
tion which scarcely could be controverted, that 
the Constitution requires the appointment by the 
President, with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, of the officer in question; and they placed 
their judgment upon the ground that the appoint- 
ment of no other than inferior officers could, by 
the provisions of that instrument, be vested in 
other hands. Now, to what does that term “ in- 
ferior’’ relate? is the question before the House, 
Why, sir, it relates—and can have no distinct defi- 
nition but in that relation—to the first; to wit, the 
Secretary himself. Once determine that the First 
Assistant Secretary is not an inferior officer, and, 
I ask, where is the significance of the term “ in- 
ferior ’’? to rest? Who shall say that a Second 
Assistant Secretary is an inferior officer? If we 
depart from the plain construction, which, to my 
mind, is so evident, that inferiority has reference 
only to the first—to wit, the heads of Departments 
—we are thrown upon a sea of construction by 
which a constitutional rule of one character may 
be established to-day, and a constitutional rule of 
another character to-morrow. 

Look to the cases specified in the Constitution 
where the concurrent action of the Senate is re- 
quired. ‘They are ‘‘ ambassadors, other public 
ministers and consuls, judges of the Supreme 
Court’’—offices the superiority of which is at once 
recognized, ‘* But the Congress may by law vest 
the appointment of such inferior officers, as they 
think, proper, in the President alone, in the courts 
of law, or in the heads of Departments.”’ 

The incumbent holds under a law vesting his 
appointment in the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
head of his Department. He is subordinate or ‘ in- 


he 


ir 


tne 





' ferior’’ to the Secretary, and is already within the 


constitutional limitation, however important his 
duties may be. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 1 would ask the 
ventieman whether the collectors at various points 
are not subordinate to the heads of Departments, 
and whether his construction would not bring 
them under the head of inferior officers? And let 
me also ask him whether, from the foundation of 
the Government, the President has not been re- 
quired to make appointments of those officers, 
and if they have not been confirmed by the Senate? 

Mr. PHILIPS. I will say, in reply to the 
gentleman from Virginia, that a collector is the 
** first’? in his office. He has no superintendent 
there. He has the sole control of it, and there- 
fore comes within the definition assigned to the 
Constitution. 

So much, sir, for the constitutionality of this 
measure. Now let me say a few words with ref- 
erence to the expediency of the measure which is 
before the House. Itis proposed to take the ap- 
pointment of the First Assistant Secretary of the 
‘Treasury from the Secretary, and to give it to the 


' President; and this is to be done upon grounds 


which denounce the past action of the Govern- 
ment and the past action of these officers, as illegal 
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nd unconstitutional. I, for one, am not prepared 
to admit premises which lead to such a 


Sir, | am opposed to making this change. 
There is certainly one reason in favor of it, and 
that 18, that if other officers of the same charac- 
ter are appointed by the President, it would be 
more consistent that all should be appointed by 
him. But in consideration of all 
nvolved in it, | am opposed to the change. If 
any gentleman of more experience in the House 

in myself, would bring in bill to give all the 
ointments of the various Departments to the 
heads of those Departments, | would give it my 
hearty vote and concurrence, and for the reason 
that it would promote the unity of the Department 

3 connected with the responsibility of it. When 
the President appoints a chief of one of these 
Departments, I should be for permitting the Sec- 
retal y to assume the responsibility of appointing 

ich subordinates as would, in his opinion, per- 
form the duties assigned them in the very best 

sanner. I would place the respons sibility upon 
him. and not throw it upon the President and the 
Senate; and | would hold him responsible to the 

untry for the faithful discharge of the duties of 
which are placed under his supervision. 
For these reasons I shall vote against the bill now 
before the House. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
the proposition now pending? 

The SPEAKER. To refer the 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Has the bill been read 

} the Hous e to day ? 

TheSPEAKER. Ithas been read a first and sec- 
ond time, and an amendment has been proposed. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. It is of no use to at- 
tempt to diseuise the issue involved in this bill. 
I presume there is not an individual in this House 
who really doubts that it is aimed atthe Assistant 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury. I honestly believe it 
is so aimed, and I am willing to vote accordingly. 
I do not believe in carrying water on both shoul- 
ders; and the sooner it is known in this House 
who are really for the Administration, and who 
are against it, the better. My course in Congress 
heretofore will show, that when | have been op- 
posed to an Administration I have dared avow it. 
If I was opposed to Peter G. Washington being 
the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, | would 
say so, and vote against the amendment of the 
rentleman from Tennessee. I shall vote for the 
amendment, because I am in favor of Mr. Wash- 
ington, and for no other reason whatever; and if 
that amendment does not prevail, I shall vote 
against the bill, as I believe it was got up by Sen- 
ators to get Mr. Washington’s name before that 
body so as to refuse to confirm the appointment; 
and | believe that, however we may think in this 
House, the country will so understand it. 

Now, about the reference of this subject to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. I do not see 
what use there is in sending it there, as we all 
know what disposition that committee will make 
of the matter. Three of the members of that 
committee are opposed to the Administrafion, and 
six of them are in its favor, or the Speaker made a 
mistake in placing them hove: {Laughter.] We 
know, then, before that resolution goes to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, how it will stand 
there. Then why go j 
sending it there? Why not come sae up, and 
as the gentleman from Kentucky EWING 
said, meet the issue openly and fre ele Let it 
be known where we all are; whether we are inside 
of the organization of the Democratic party or 
out of it. [Laughter.] I propose to be inside. 
How is it with the balance of the House? 

I have one or two other reasons 7 this reso- 
lution should not be referred to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. That committee consists in 
fact of six members only, because that number 
constitutes the majority, and therefore, it is pre- 
sumed, the power of the committee; and that com- 
mittee is so constituted locally that its recommend- 
ation will not have theinfluencethatit oughtto have. 
Now, where are these six members from, who are 
in fact the power of this Government? We have 
one from New Hampshire, one from Philadelphia, 
and then we have the other four all in the same 
rezion of country, one in Alabama, one in Ten- 
nessee, one in Kentucky, and one in Missouri. 

The Committee on Ways and Means, sir, have 


the questions 


‘ 


the oflices 


What is 


bill to the Com- 


through the formality of 


more power than the President of the United States; 
they set upon all his ‘measures; they set upon 
his sa ary, and upon everything he recommends 
to the country. They originate all appropria- 
tion bills which go to the Senate; and the Senate 
can have nothing unless the Committee on W: ay 

and Means says so. ‘They are the all-absorbing 
and all-engrossing power of this nation They 
are far ahead in power and influence of all the 





other committees of the House: and the humblest 
position on that committee is more desirable than 
the best on any other. Ido not know how many 
committees we have; but they are, when all 
bined, as nothing in comparison. ‘The chairmen 
of a large proportion of them have as nominal 
a title as a tle in the militia. Many would pre 
fer a military title to that of chairman of any one 
of the f 
House. Most of them never meet; indeed, they 
have no room assigned them; and they are not 
expected to meet; and | honestly believe that we 
are fast approa hing a ume when we shall need 
no other committee but thatof Ways and Means, 
The six gentlemen of that committee, constitut 
ing its majority, as Il have said, are in fact the 
whole Government of this co intry. When a 
gentleman is placed upon it, he Knows that he has 
one of the highest positions in the Government, 


com- 


greater portion of the committees of this 


so fur as power is concerned; and | look upon the 
littee on Ways 
and Means as the most nonore: le position under 
the ¢ ; the rizht to look to 
the next Baltimore 7; awesteny ee as the next con: 
promise candidate for the Presidency. (Laughter. } 


\ 


position of chairman of the Comn 


rovernment; and he h 


It is proposed, | repeat, lo refer tl is subject to 
the Committee on Ways and Means; and | have 
asked from whence come the six members who 
constitute itS majority r The six free States of 
the great Northwest have not a member on that 
committee. it may be said that none of us are 
qualified to be on that committee; but qualtfica- 
nothing to do with the appolitment of 
its members, and it has not had for many years 
past. [Laughter.] ‘lhe question arises, have we 
any fritnds of the Administration out of the 
whole delegation of the six northwestern States? 
There were any number of us admitted to the 
caucus that nominated the Speaker. Is there not 
one of them that can be trusted with the honor 
and credit of this Administration? I might go 
further, and allude to other portions of the coun- 
try disfranchised on that committee; but I leave it 
for every individual to take care of his own sec- 
the country. Yet, I must say, that these 
six gentlemen are not sufficiently scattered over 
the country to do justice to all se ctions, and afford 
streneth to the Administration. No additional 
weight will be given to this bill because of its refer- 


’ 
tion has 


tion of 


ence to the Committee on Ways and Means, forthe 
reasons I havestated; and we micht as well come to 
and the sooner the bette r, in my 
judgment. Asa friend of the Administration, | am 
prepared to vote for it, now or hereafter. If any 
gentlemen here are opposed to the Administration 
and dare not so record their votes, they are not fit to 
be mem} a me tel'l 

how to strike the Administration, if they must 
strike. ‘They should do it op venly and | oldly, so 
that the Administration would see as — as feel 
the blow. ‘Then, if they are afraid, the y will take 
the proper steps to conciliate. To strike in the 


the test at once; 


vers of Congress. rentlemen 


dark is malice, and the Administration, not know- 
ing who struck, knows not whom to conciliate 
l believe tha every rentieman in this Hou eis pre- 
pared to vote ont e question of reproving or rep- 
rimanding Secretary Guthrie for his appointment 
of Mr. Washington, or on the question of remov- 
ing Mr. Washington. I will 


question, so as to bring th 


move the previous 
e House toa direct vote : 
and five eve ry one a chance to know who is for 
and who against the Administration. 

Mr. DISNEY. I request the gentleman will 
withdraw that motion. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I am willing to do &0, 
but gentlemen all round me ins 
the vote to-day. 

The previ Us question was not seconded. 

Mr. DISNEY. I had not intended, Mr. 
Speaker, to have meddled with the debate which 
has sprung up in regard to the resolution now 
pending before this House; but that debate has 
taken a cor rse which seems to me to re quire some 
remarks. They shall be but a few words, in rela- 
tion to the position of the matter now presented 


ist upon our aking 
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efore us for our consideration. And here, once 
for all, and definitely, let me protest against the 
suevestion of any action that may be taken with 

ence to this resolution beit eiindimiianie ther 
as for or against the Administration L pre int 
myse be a friend of the exist Administration 

the Governmentof these | d States But, 
while | am su friend, no consideration growing 
out of this frends! rm, « relati s of t \ d, 
shall deter me or prevent me from d HAarsee 
of any duty which | may believe devolves on me 
iS a representative of a free and lependent 
constituency. 

Objection %, Sir, have | een me le . that there are 
constitutional que sions involved in the existing 
appou tment of the officer name iin this resoiu 
tion. Now, it is perfectly obvious that if these 
objections are well taker , Une rvreatl ! i the 
amendment proposed to the action of this body 
with reference to supposed difficulties to oceur 
hereafter, are out of place If the ¢ ess « é 
United States have passed a law, wi in its 
vital functions, is in conflict with the Constitution, 
the remedy should be anplied at or ‘e, and not be 
left to any hereafter. If there be no cot rtutre 
difficulty inthe way, the whol atte ! roy 
down to the single question of ex diency If i 


be merely, then, a question of expediency, let us 


so treat it: but if it bea que ion of cons uuional 
difficulty, or of constitutional objection, there 
should be no hereafter totheaction of this Flouse; 
but we are imperatively called upon to a y the 
remedy, as | have said, at « e, 
For myself, sir. I hat ed tl the reas 

of the Coastitution would have hed gentiemen 
in every quarter of the House 1 confess, sir, i 
was surprised, when | heard the cer ! from 
Alabama, [Mr. Parnun » la ‘ 1 the 
House, take the rround and eive the conat on 
which he did to this clause of the Constituti yn 
What was the object of the framers of thatinstru 
ment in adopting the lancuave which we find there 

Is it not upon the face of the instrument, that in 
order to guard the public interests of the country, 
in order to secure a faithful, a full, and prompt ex- 


ecution of the various duties which micht devolve, 
by the Legislature of the country, upon the 


officers to be appointed, that the men 


various 
hould be 
The pub- 


t demanded that sort of care, and the 


lected with care with exceeding care 


lic interes 
framers of your Constitution undertook to provide 


for it. They provided that in the 


all public officers to discharee the multifarious and 
important duties which might be imposed upon 
them by the Congress of the Union, men should 
be selected by the exercise of the discretion of the 
t 

President, subject afterw iS to the supervision of 
the Senate. It was fA double wpervision they re- 
quired, in order to secure the proper and the it 
persons. Such ts the sul mt meaning of that 
lause of the Constitution tlow does it: d, 
It says: 

‘He shall have power, by and with the advic md con 
sent of the Senate, to make treaties rovided two thi ot 
the Se tors pre l r and | ! nat nad 

Y and witht idly { i it 3% ’ 
point embassadors, othe blie 1 isters and const 
Judges of the Supreme Court, and all other off ra of the 
United States whose apr itments are not herein « er 
wise provided f ,~and w shall be establi ‘ by baw 


The clause 1s punctuated in the bo« K belore me 


with exceeding care; and we are bound to take it 


for authority as we find it It does not eve ve 
to Congress itself to pr vide for the apne ment 
of these officers; but says that the Pre i¢ | 
make all these appoi ents, except 1 cases 
where the Constitution it has otherwise or 
dered. 

Liaving e tablished thi is the rule, ving laid 
down this as the practice, having in view the gen- 


eral subject of which | have spoker upon turthey 


reflection, foreseeing that this might be construed 
to extend,in the language of the Constituti . to 


all inferior officers of the counts ¥Y, and throw 
reat labor upon he Senate without any « rré 
sponding 


vison, by way of exception, as follow 


benefit, they added an additional pro- 


jut the Congress may by law vest the appointment of 


such interior otficers as they think proper i f ent 
alone, in the courts of law, or in the he Depart 
ments. ?? 

As to the objection which the gentle irom 
A} il : ) in ] fir ‘ . ’ 1 
tself: What is an infe r officer? J yur 
tion which presents itself to t . 

i 
retion of ever, ' } ' re € 


oe 
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arises it is one of those kind of things about 
Which it is tonpossible to lay down a general rule; 
and yet, though like the line which divides instinct 
from reason, itis hard to tell where the one ends and 
the other bevins, bul yet Lhere are cases where we 


can say this is instinct and this is reason. Isach 
ase must be decided by itself. 

So it is in regard to the question of ** inferior,”’ 
as described and alluded to in that passage ot the 
to be an infertor 
otficer who exercises a large discretion in the ad- 


ministration of the Government? He an inferior 


Constitution, Can he be said 


officer, who, like the Assistant Secretary of the 
lreas invested with the power coordi- 
nate with the Secretary himself—who is daily 
snd hourly called upon to exercise the highest 
ittributes of the Government of the United States? 
An othcer of that kind cannot be 

with tne and others of an inferior grade 
who hang around the Departments. He is not to 
be confounded with a messenger, a clerk, or other 
officers, who 


ry, is 


confounded 


thous 


are not vested with any power of 
discreuon, who are mere ministerial agents, and 
can but execute the orders of others. 
Lf ask if the Assistant Sec retary of the Treas- 
ury, who is vested with high discretionary power, 
is to be confounded with the petty officers of whom 


J have spoken Can any other construction be 


siven by an unbiased judgment to that section of 


the Censtitution which | have read than the one 
I have presented 

Mr. HIBBARD. IT call upon the gentleman 
from Ohio |[Mr. Disney] for information, I wish 


»ask the gentleman whether the Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Treasury can do any act for which he 
is not subject to the entire and complete direction 
of the Secretary of the Treasury ? 

Mr. DISNEY. 


awered. 


The question is easily an- 
I do it by asking another. Can the 
Secretary of the Treasury himself be a party to 
hardly any act for which he is not subject to the 
order and control of the President ? 

Mr. HIBBARD. I say he can. 

Mr. ‘DISNEY. The officers of the Govern- 
ment are all inferior to the Executive; and, ac- 
cording to the argument which we have heard, 
they are all inferior officers, within the meaning 
of the Constitution; and thus every officer in the 
Republic—the President, and the officers specially 
enumerated in the Constitution alone excepted— 
ave all inferior officers, and their appointment 
does not require the advice and consent of the 
Senate. In my judgment, the true construction 
of the Constitution is perfectly plain. The cen- 
stitutional rule is to require the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate in the appointment of all the 
United States. The exception is 
in revard to those inferior officers who are incon- 
siderable in point of importance. The Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury is not one of these. 
He dees not come under the exception, but under 
the rule. As I said when JI arose, | had intended 
not to mingle in this debate; but the singular con- 
struction given to our organic law has impelled 
me to these remarks. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. I do not intend 
to detain the House but a minute or two in rela- 
tion to the amendment. I suggest that we make 
this appointment subject to the decision of the 
Senate in all cases hereafter, simply for the reason 
that the existing officer was appointed under the 
law as it stood upon the statute-book at the time 
of his appointment. His appointment was perfect 
and complete; and [do not think that justice re- 
quires, or even permits, us to subject that officer, 
whose appointment was perfect and complete, to 
anotherand additionalappointment. In my opin- 
States would have no more right 
new mode of election for any 
member upon this floor, and recall him home to 
try the result of another election for a seat here, 
than we would have to change and alter the ap- 
pointment of this officer, as it now exists under 
the law. That ts the only reason why I am in 
iavar of the amendment. 

' | believe myself the construction of the bill as 
it comes from the Senate would not justify the 
sending of the name of the Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury to the Senate for confirmation; but 
as there seems to be a doubt about the matter, it 
ia better to have it settled, and let us say whether 
it shall be a prospectty e or retrospective action. 
if the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Alabama shall be adopted, there can be no mis- 


otucersa of the 


ron, the 


to pres« ribe a 
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take about its operation. 


It will then operate 
upon all 


appointments hereafter to be 
who have been here for some ume, 
and parucularly my friend from Virginia, (Mr. 
Bayty,| seem to have forgotten when and how 
othce was created, 


made. 
Gentlemen 


this The law creating the 
Home or Interior Department, was passed by a 
W hig House, if nota Whig Congress, upon the 
last night of the session which closed on the 3d of 
March, 1849. When the act came in here, :t had 
not been printed, and I do not believe it had even 
been read by a member of the House, unless, per- 
haps, by those consututing the committee who 
reported it. | say it was brought here, and with- 
out being referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union—without being dis- 
cussed—it was passed on the last night of the 
last session ({ think it was) of the Thirtieth Con- 
rress, 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Will the gentleman 
from ‘Tennessee allow me 
ment? 

Mr. JONES. Certainly. 

Mr. BAYLY. ‘The gentieman says I seem to 
have forgotten the circumstances under which this 
law was passed. Sir, | have not forgotten them. 
On that occasion, as On most occasions, the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee and myself acted together. 
| opposed the law; and being opposed to its en- 
acuinent, but knowing that a majority of the House 
were in its favor, | wished to leave it as weak as 
it could be left. 

Butif the gentleman will refer to the legislation of 
subsequent Congresses—if he will refer to the legis- 


to correct his state- 


lation of the last Congress, when he himself 
possessed, as he deserves to possess, a large in- 
fluence on the Committee on Ways and Means— 
in relation to the offices of Assistant Postmasters 
General, new Registers, and Receivers, Surveyor 
General for California, Assistant Secretary of 
State, and the additional Appraisers General, he 
will find that in every one of these instances the 
unconstitutional feature, against which | have 
argued, in the law of 1849, to which he has referred, 
was corrected, except in the case of the Assistant 
Secretary of State, where the omission was not 
corrected, because it was not made, the law crea- 
ting that officer having undergone the careful 
supervision of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
of which I was at that time the chairman. But 
such has been the uniform action of Congress, in 
reference to the Assistant Postmasters General, 
the new Registers and Receivers, the Surveyor 
General for California, and the additional Ap- 
yraiser General, 

Mr. WALSH, (interrupting.) [rise to a point 
of order. As there has been a good deal of out- 
side talk—which | do not pretend to indorse— 
about the prescriptive right of Virginians to hold 
office, | wish to know whether they are to enjoy 
a monopoly of the speaking in this House? I 
would like to know how often one gentleman may 
be permitted to speak upon the same question ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jones] is entitled to the floor, but 
yielded to the gentleman from Virginia for the 
purpose of explanation, 

Mr. BAYLY, (resuming.) Ido not desire to 
interrupt my friend from ‘Tennessee, and | will 
do so only for a moment. I-mean, however, to 
say, that during the last Congress, in which my 
friend from Tennessee was so deservedly an in- 
fluential member, the action of the Senate was 
provided for in the appointments to the offices of 
Assistant Postmaster General, new registers and 
receivers, surveyor general for California, Assist- 
ant Secretary of State, and the additional appraiser 
general. 

Mr. JONES. I am in favor of having this 
officer pass the ordeal of the Senate; but I shall 
vote to make the law prospective, and not retro- 
spective. I have no reference to Mr. Washing- 
ton whatever. It is not necessary upon this oc- 
casion for me to say what would have been my 
course, if | had been consulted, or had had anything 
to do with his appointment; but I say that justice 
requires that when laws are passed—yes, sir, in 
all cases—their effect should be prospective, and 
not retrospective; and it is for this reason, and 
this only, that upon the present occasion I shall 
vote to make this law prospective only in its 
effect. My course would be the same, no matter 
who was in the office; no matter whether he were 


Dec. 15, 


sonal friend or adversary, 1 should vote in 
same manner. 


the 


Sir, reference was made here by the gentleman 
from Illinois, {Mr. Wentrw ORTH,]| particularly to 
the Committee on Ways and Means, and to the 
power which he thinks that committee can exer- 
cise. Itis, sir, a position, as none know better 
than yourself, which the individual who now ad- 
dresses you never desired. But | think the gen- 
tleman has wholly misconceived the powers and 
duties of that committee. If that committee 
should grasp all the power of this House, per- 
haps they may bring their recommendations here: 
but gentlemen should remember that although 


they may do this, something more is neces- 
sary to their being passed. If that committee 
will confine itself to its legitimate and pre- 


scribed duties, the members of it, as such, will 
be the mere drudges of this House. What are 
these duties? To originate measures for the ac- 
tion of this House? By no means, in my opin- 
ion. The great duties assigned to that committee, 
and which they should perform with care and at- 
tention, are to take the estimates for appropria- 
tions which you send to them from the Depart- 
ments; to look to the existing laws of the coun- 
try; to mark the provisions of existing treaties: 
to see what are the liabilities of the Government: 
to ascertain whether the estimates submitted and 
recommended are required or necessary to meer, 
and comply with, existing laws and obligations: 
and to report the facts to the House. It is not 
the business of that committee, in my opinion, 
to originate the great measures—the plundering 
schemes that are brought into this House—but to 
confine themselves strictly to the duties prescribed 
in your rules: that of reporting the appropriations 
necessary to meet existing liabilities. If they w 
do that, they will have sufficient labor to perform. 

The gentleman from Illinois said that that com 
mittee was eating up all the other committees of 
this House. So far as my experience goes, } am 
inclined to think the reverse is the fact. It is the 
other committees of this House that are breaking 
down the appropriation bills, by failing in the early 
part of the session to digest and prepare and re- 
port their measures on the days appropriately be- 
longing to them, and bringing them here that we 
may have time to deliberate upon and discuss them, 
and pass or reject them, as the House may think 
proper, and not wait till the very close of the 
session to be passed in an appropriation bill. 
If these things were considered early, and not 
crowded upon us at the very last moment, by 
way of amendments to those bills which are ne- 
cessary to be passed to meet the exigencies of the 
public service, we should seea very different state 
of things here; and these appropriation bills would 
not be made to bear all the odium of all the lezis- 
lation of Congress. 

The business of the Committee on Ways and 
Means is to recommend appropriations—not for 
new measures, but to carry on those already in 
existence—to defray the expenses for which the 
Government is liable. Take for instance the rec- 
ommendation to increase the Navy—and there 
is a recommendation of that kind now before the 
House to increase it to a considerable extent by 
means of steam propellers—I think that properly 
belongs to the Committee on Naval Affairs; and 
if they think there should be an increase, they 
should report a bill to that effect, and let Congress 
act upon it. When that has been done, when 
they shall have reported, and when Congress 
shall have determined what the amount of the in- 
crease of the Navy shall be, then it will be forthe 
Department to estimate, and then for the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means, in the legitimate dis- 
charge of their duty, to report what appropriation 
is needed to carry out the law passed to increase 
the Navy. And so with regard to the increase of 
the Army. Let Congress determine whether they 
will have this increase—these augmented expend- 
itures of the Government. 

Mr. MACDONALD. I rise to a question of 
order. I desire to know whether it is legitimate 
to discuss the whole matter of legislation on a 
mere question of reference? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. 

Mr. JONES. I know it is not strictly in order; 
but as the Committee on Ways and Means was 
referred to, | merely wished to state what I think 


my political friend or opponent; whether my per- |! the duties of that committee are. 








1853. 


‘Many VoIces. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
ef order. The remarks of the gentleman from 
Tennessee are not strictly in order, 

Mr. JONES. I have no 
the House longer. 


eee 


**Go 7 


disposition to detain 
(Cries of **Go on i 
oi ee ra obtained the floor. 
‘AMPBELL, of Ohio. Will the gentle- 
man give way for a motion to adjourn? Itis now 
late in the afternoon. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I prefer to go on 
now, as | do not propose to detain the House five 
minutes; and | do hope that this matter will 
disposed of before we adjourn. Ido not intend 
to zo into the discussion which has been opened 
up here this evening. I do not intend even to de- 
fend the occupant of the chair from the assault 
which has beer made upon him, even though he 
oceupies a position which prevents him from re- 
niying to that assault. I have the satisfaction to 
know that the Houseand the country are familiar 

yu¢h with the public character and distinguished 

iblic services of the Speaker to make it unneces- 
sary. Nor do I intend to enter into the discus- 
sion of the constitutional question which has been 
rrought up this afternoon, nor to discuss the 
question whether the Administration is on trial 
before the House of Represent atives upon the 
matter of the appointment of the Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. It would be a weak and 
staggering Administration, indeed, that would de- 
pend upon the settlement of that question in any 
form. It would be a wenk and staggering Secre- 
tary of the Treasury who would depend upon the 

settlement of that question in any form. 

The proposition before the House, submitted 
by che nentiomes from Alabama, [Mr. Hovuston,}] 
the chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, is to put the joint resolution from the Sen- 
ate upon its passage, with such an amendment as 
to make the confirmation by the Senate of the 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury prospective, 
and not to affect the present officer. I say to the 
gentleman from Alabama, that, in my opinion, 
from what I have seen this afternoon, if a vote is 
taken upon the question now, and with the inform- 
ation at present in the possession of the House, 
his amendment will be voted down. Ido not know 
but that the amendment ought to be voted down. 
1 am not prepared to say. | think that the proper 
course will be to pursue the ordinary mode, and 
refer the resolution from the Senate to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, so that they may 
report to the House, and then the House may act 
upon this as they do upon other questions. Why 
make this an exception? There are other officers 
of this Government of equal grade with the As- 
sistant Secretary of the pounds , who have not 
been confirmed ‘by the Senate; but under the oper- 
ation of laws recently passed, when hereafter 
vacancies occur, and these offices are to be filled, 
the appointees are to be confirmed by the Senate. 
it may be proper that these officers should all be 
put upon ha same footing, and it may be proper 
that the present Assistant Secretary of the Treas- 
ury should undergo the ordeal of the Senate. If 


, the Committee on Ways and Means, to whom, , 


= suppose, this resolution would be appropriately 
referred, may report back the Senate resolution 
with an amendment applying its provisions also 
to the officers in the Posi Office Department and 
others. 

Mr. DISNEY. 
Committee. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I confess I do not 
attach so much consequence to the constitutional 
question as my friends from Virginia and Ohio, 
( Messrs. Bayiy and Disney;] and theremarks of 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Putcips] 
strike me as perfectly conclusive on that point. I 
am sure I have no particular desire that this reso- 
lution should be referred to the Ways and Means 
Committee; and if it is the general sense of the 
House, I will move to refer it to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

[Several Voices. ‘* That’s right.”’] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. It is proper that I 
should say that the gentleman from Alabama [ Mr. 
Hors ron] originally proposed to refer the resolu- 
tion, and yielded to ia sugvestions of others in 
asking for action upon it at once. I now move 
that the joint resolution from the Senate be referred 


It should go to the Judiciary 


to the Committee on the Judiciary, and upon that 

motion I demand the previous question 
CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 

House do now adjourn. 

Mr. GROW. I appeal to the gentleman to 
withdraw his motion for a moment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would do so with great 
pleasure atany other time; but it is now very late, 
and I think the House ong t to adjourn. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I rise to a 
privileged question. | move that when the House 
adjourns to-day it be to meet on Monday next. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Camp- 
BELL’s motion, and it was agreed to. 

The House then adjourned. 


I move that the 


N atte 
Mownpbay, December » 1853. 
Prayer by the Rev. Wittiam a Mitsury. 
The Journal of T hursday was read and approved. 
CREDENTIALS. 

Mr. CLAY presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Bensamin Firzparrick, elected a Senator 
from the State of Alabama, by the Legislature of 
that State, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
resirnation of the Hon. Witxiiam R. Kine, which, 
during a portion of the last session, he filled by 
Executive appointment. 

The oath prescribed by law having been admin- 
istered to Mr. Firzparrick, he took his seat in the 
Senate. 


DEATH OF THE HON, C. G. ATHERTON. 

Mr. NORRIS. Mr. President, Ll ask the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate to introduce resolu- 
tions in relation to the death of my late colleague, 
the Hon. Cuartes G. ATHERTON. 

Unanimous consent was given. 


Mr. NORRIS. Mr. President, before offering 
the resolutions, which, by the kind indulgence of 
the Senate, I am enabled to present at this time, I 
will submit a few remarks in connection with the 
subject. 

During the four years I have been honored with 
a seat in this Chamber, often has the attention of 
the Senate been arrested from its ordinary busi- 
ness to the contemplation of the solemn scenes of 
death. Of those who have been associated with 
us here during that brief period, no less than nine 
have passed to their finalaccount. The most dis- 
tinguished minds of the land—I might well say 
of the world—have been removed from us by the 
hand of death. Their wisdom to counsel—their 
eloquence to inspire—live only in the history of 
the past. It seems to me that if ever there was a 
body of men taught by the admonitions of an all- 
wise Providence the utter emptiness of the highest 
earthly places of honor and trust, that body is 
the Senate of the United States. While the path- 
way of death has been thronged by our fellow- 
countrymen who have conferred upon us the high 
places we occupy, that dark pathway has also 
been trod by an unprecedented number of our 
associates, all hastening to, and mingling together 
in the same common resting-plac e—the crave. 

The last on the catalocue of the fated number 
of our associates was my esteemed and lamented 
friend and colleague, CuarLtes Gorpon ATHER- 
TON, who at the time of his recent death was a 
member of this body from the State of New 
Hampshire He died suddenly at Manchester, in 
that State, on the 15th of November last, of paral- 
ysis. On the morning of the 10th, he came into 
the court-room in that city, where he had been 
actively and laboriously engaged some two or 
three weeks in the discharge of professional 
duties, apparently as full of health and spirits 
as any of us now enjoy, and with the brightest 
prospects of a useful and distinguished future. 
Soon after coming into the court, while conversing 
with a member of the bar, his countenance sud- 
denly changed, and his tongue refused its utter- 
ance. His left side was paralyzed. He was 
immediately removed to his lodgings, and the ablest 
medical aid procured. During the remainder of 
that day (Thursday) and the next heseemed fully 
conscious of his condition, and communicated 
with his friends; but on Saturday he sunk into a 
state of unconsciousness, from which he never 
| awoke, but continued to sink gradually under the 
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force of the attack unti! Tuesday, the ]5th, at one 
o'clock p. m., when he breathed his last 

Thus, abruptly, has been stricken down in an 
unexpected moment, our late esteemed associate, 
in the meridian of physical an 1 mtellectual man - 
hood 

He left us at the close of the last spectal session 
with as well-founded expectations of being here 
to-day as any member of 
that seat has been vacated 


this body—but, alas 

How suddenly does 
Providence, by his inscrutable decrees, blast our 
fondest anticipations, and teach us the true tenure 
of man’s estate—the true, vet frail tenure of all 

rthly honor and station, and of life itself In 
deed, what are all these but an empty inheritance, 
except so far as they are made subservient to 
individual and the public prosperity—to the he up 
piness and perman ent g ood of the race 

Mr. Atherton left no children. His parents, 
indeed the whole of his father’s family, had gone 
before him to the tomb Nevertheless, he 
died amid a large circle of ardent and cher 
ished friends, who sincerely mourn his death. 
He was descended from ancestors distinguished 
in the history of his State. His grandfather, 
Joshua Atherton, wasa lawyer of much eminence . 
and settled early at Amherst, the Shire town 
of Hillsborough county—was a member of the 
Convention which ratified the Constitution of the 
United States, and subsequently a Senatorand At- 
— General of New Hampshire. His father, 

‘harles H. Atherton, was also a thoroughly-read 
a accomplished lawyer,aman of brilliantgenius, 
and a fine orator. He was frequently a mem- 
ber of the State Legislature, and a member of the 
House of Representatives in the Fourteenth Con- 
gress, 

The subject of my present remarks was born at 
Amherst, Hillsborough county, in the State of 
New Hampshire, the residence of his father and 
grandfather, on the fourth day of July, 1804. He 
exhibited, ata very early age, a strong taste for 
classic literature, and a capacity to master, with 
remarkable quickness and ease, the fundamental 
elements of a classic and liberal education. He 
entered Cambridge University in 1818, being then 


‘only fourteen years of age, and graduated in 


1822, beloved and esteemed both by the faculty 
and his fellow-students. His college life was ex- 
emplary,and his standing as a scholar was among 
the first of his class. 

After leaving college, he studied Jaw in the 
office of his father, and was admitted to the bar 
at the age of twenty-one years, and established 
himself in his profession at Nashua, in his native 
county, where he resided until his recent death 

Mr. AtTuwerrTon had been much in public life, a 
circumstance showing better, perhaps, than any 
other test, the high estimation in which he was 
held for fidelity and capacity, by the people of his 
State. In 1830 he was chosen a member of the 
Legislature, and in 183] he was elected Secretary 
of the Senate. Hewasagain chosen a member of 
the Legislature in 1833, and continued a member 
until 1836, and was the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives for three successive years. He 
was a member of the House of pe raga of 
the United States, for the Twenty-Fifth, Twenty- 
Sixth, and Twenty-Seventh Cor rresses. In the 
year 1842 he was chosen by the Legislature of 
the State of New Hampshire a member of this 
body for the term of six years. After having 
served out his term, he retired from public life 
and resumed the practice of his profession In 
1850 he was elected to the Convention called to 
revise the Constitution of the State of New Hamp- 
shire. In 1852 he was again elected to repres¢ nt 
his State in the Senate of the United States for 
six years, and took his seat here on the fourth 
day of March last. From the tasks of the school- 
room to the high duties of a Senator, he well 
and ably acted his part. As a scholar, he was 
thorough, enthusiastic, and accomplished; as a 
lawyer, a master in the profession, quick of 
ception, yet always safe and judicious in council; 
as an advocate, forcible and logical, oftentimes 
soaring into the highest regions of forensic elo- 


quence, as a Statesman, he was fearless and ju at, 
enlightened and able. While tenacious of the 
interest of his own immediate constituents, he 
was always liberal and just towards the interests 
of every other section of the country, taking 


the Constitution as the great chart to guide and 
limit his action. As a patriot, his views were 
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as broad as the Confederacy, adhering with in- 


ie™x hirinine to those conservative and consti- 
tutional principles which secure to every section 


of our common country the rights peculiar to each. 


Lie acknowledeed no political law higher or more 


wcred for his rule of conduct here than that sacred 
i rument which we are all sworn to support, 
Asa friend, he was ever faithful and true. 

- . oni a 

[he death of sucha man 18 not merely a sad 
bereavement to the State who immediate repre 


sentative he was, but a calamity coextensive with 


the Union, reaching as deep as the foundation of 
those great principles of republican liberty on 
Ww h our prosperity 

ae ) 


} j 
peo] e qaepnend,. 


and happiness as a united 
I'his lamentable event again teaches us the all- 


important and solemn lesson to be ** also ready, 


for we know not the moment when we, too, shall 


be culled to our final account. 

Sir, while we, in common with his numerous 
friends, lament his death, let us not forget that 
there is one of his ownitmmed! ite family circle left 
behind with whom we can only sympathize: | 
mean the loved and chosen partner of his youth— 
the amiable and accomplished companion of his 
maturer manhood—who, with stricken heart and 
n soothing care that none but woman can bestow 
watched with anxious solicitude the fitful pulsa- 
tions of sinkine nature, and bathed his aching 
While we extend to her our 


, itis God alone can heal the 


head with her tears. 
deepest sympathies 
crushed heart. 


] offer the following resolutions: 


Re ed, That the Senate deeply laments the death of the 
Tion. Cuarntes GORDON ATHERTON, who, atthe time of his 
fecenake was a member of this body from the State ot New 
Hampshire, and tenders to his widow asincere sympathy 
in thismost afilicting bereavement 

Re ved, That the Secretary communicate a copy of the 


foregoing reselution to the widow of the deceased ; and tur 


ther, that he communicate these proceedings to the House 


of Representative 


Mr. HUNTER. 


which the Senator 


I rise to second the resolution 
from New Hampshire has 
offered, and to which he has spoken so feelingly 
and eloquently. This is.the second time within 
the brief period of our session that the Senate has 
been called upon to pay funeral honors to the dead. 
Awhile ago it was to one, who, ripe with years 
and honors, descended to the tomb when life had 
fulfilled its promises, and seemed to have reached 
its natural and appropriate close. Now, sir, we 
are to pay them to one stricken down in the prime 
of life, with his hopes and aspirations fresh and 
erowing around him. He had already won a high 
position before the country, and had possessed 
himself of great opportunities for future usefulness, 
which, in hands able to use them, are, perhaps, to 
be reckoned among the chief of earthly blessings. 

Trusted by his friends by his oppo- 
nents, and honored by his State, a thousand 
iavoring circumstances invited his reappearance 
upon the political arena, and a bright and prom- 
ising future seemed to be opening before him. And 
yet, in an instant of time, with the untasted cup 
beside him, without forewarning or foreshadow 
of the fate event which was coming so swiftly 
upon him, he was stricken down in mid-career. 
The n Sad was smitten in its fastness, and the 
stream of life stood still at its spring. The living 
spirit which sometimes ** o’er-informs its tenement 
of clay,’’ had loosed the connecting link between 
mind and body, and the oracle was hushed whilst 
the earth-built walls of its sanctuary still remained. 
Under such circumstances continued existence 
could have been no blessing; and our regrets are 
more due to the first than to the second blow, 
which completed the ruin after the grace and 
charm of life had fled. 

Mr. President, my acquaintance with CHaRLEs 
4Y. Aruerron commenced in 1837, when I first en- 
tered the Elouse of Representatives, of which body 
1 found him an ardent, active, and efficient mem- 
ber. Even at that early day he was a marked and 
trusted man in his party. Here, sir, | afterwards 
served with him in more intimate relations upon 
the Cemmittee of Finance, on which he was chair- 
man. I can safely testify to his fidelity to prin- 
ciple, and the efficiency with which he discharged 
the duties of that trust. Ele was upright and hon- 
orable in all the relations of life. As his colleague 
has well said, he was an eminently safe man in 
council, and one, | may add, who pursued his pur- 
poses, when once they were formed, with firm- 
ness and ability. 


8, respec ted 


Mr. President, when we look to a life thus cut 
short in its midst, as it were, we feel as if we had 
heard some half-told tale, and the imagination is 
on the stretch to fill up the vacuum, and supply the 
loss. What is lost we cannot restore; and yet we 
have enough of his history to warrant the belief 
that, with the last sigh of his phys 
there passed away thoughts, : 


ical existence, 

conceptions, and as- 
pirations which constituted a noble scheme of life. 
The objects of pursuit of such a man must have 
been pure and elevated, and we have every reason 
to believe that his expectations were founded upon 
a just confidence in his own high character and 
abilities. Th: 
his friends most deeply deplore; but who, sir, 
shall undertake to reason upon the decrees of 
Providence, unless he is also acquainted with his 
ecrets?: 


it he did not live to fulfill this scheme, 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, such has 
been my acquaintance with our friend whose 
death has been announced by my colleague, that 
| cannot refrain on this, to me, une xpected occa- 
sion, from adding my humble but heartfelt trib- 
ute to his memory. My first acquaintance with 
Mr. ArnHerton commenced in 1830. He was 
the New Hampshire House of 
and I was connected with him 
as a member of the House or State Senate for 


then a member of 


he presentatives; 


1 Three years of that time 
he was Speaker of the House, and by a dignified, 
impartial, prompt, and correct discharge 
distinguished himself as an efficient and 
plished presiding officer. 

The next four years, during the administration 
of Mr. Van Buren, | was associated with him as 
a member of the House of Representatives in the 
other end of this building. In that body, very few, 
if any, brought to its service more Integrity of 
purpose, more clear and discriminating judgment 
to settle questions of difficulty, or more ready 
powers in debate, or greater legislative knowledge, 
skill,and ability. It was my happiness cenerally 
to concur with him on all important national 
questions, and to share so liberally in his personal 
friendship, as to be able to estimate his personal, 
as well as his public character. Hewas not only 
distinguished for high qualities in the discharge of 
public duty, but equally distinguished for his hu- 
mane, sincere, generous,and kind feelings, which 
endeared him to his friends. The perfect respect 
and friendship then formed for his character I 
shall fondly and gratefully cherish for his memory 
till | am gathered with him to the silent tomb. 

In his manners, Mr. Aruerton was naturally 
reserved, quiet, and unobtrusive, but affable and 
courteous, gentlemanly and polished. He was 
incapable of deceiving by false or hypocritical 
professions, and by keeping his faith with all, gave 
a beautiful exemplification of the incorruptu "fides, 
in a life devoted to fidelity, justice, and truth, 


Seven successive years. 


of duty, 


accom- 


which left among the living not asingle resentment | 


or unkind feeling to be buried in his grave. The 
deceased was a graduate of Harvard College, an 
accomplished scholar, of varied and extensive lit- 
erary attainments, possessing a mind quick, clear, 
and vigorous, highly cultivated, and remarkably 
well balanced. 

Of his eminent talents, public character and ser- 
vices, it is unnecessary for me to add to what has 
been eloquently and truthfully said by those who 
have preceded me. ‘These are the property of the 
country, and belong to the bright pages of its his- 
tory. It belongs to me now only to say, that in 
every position to which the deceased was eleva- 
ted, he dischawred his duty acceptably, and with 
marked fidelity and ability. 

In his native State, which he represented here, 
he shared,as he richly deserved, largely in her 
confidence and support, and was regarded by her 
citizens as the head of their bar, and one of their 
most able lawyers and eloquent advocates. His 
constituents admired his high, noble, and patriotic 
character, and often felt a glow of exultation and 
State pride, in view of the signal ability with which 
he maintained an honorable position here amidst 


the assembled galaxy of the master-minds of the | 


nation. He loved his country, and nobly main- 
tained those principles on which its prosperity 
and security depend. | Happy will it be for us if 
our footsteps are guided by the calm and steady 
light of his example, which brightly shines along 
the pathway of duty and usefulness. 

His accomplished and worthy partner, to whom 


GLOBE. 


| 





Dee 19, 


he was ever devoted in his kindness and affec ‘tion 
and whose hand assuaged the bitterness of his 
ing life, lives to mourn her irrep arable loss. 
stricken bosom should our sympathy y and conso- 
lation be addressed. If her constant » abiding 

and self-sacrificing affection, her cares symp ath Ta 
and efforts t riump hing over fatigue and exhausted 
nature, could have availed, her husband would 
long have been spared to her and to his frien ds, 

w ho now deplore his loss. vr ! he has gone 
the road all must once pass. Calcanda semel via 
lethi. Talents and wealth, position and power, 
could not avert the arrows of death. In the prime 
of life and vigor of intellect, and mid-career of his 

usefulness, he has been stricken down, and a great 
light extinguished forever—leaving a seat here 
which cannot be filled with equal ability and deyo- 
tion to principle, and a nation to mourn a sad and 
melane holy bereavement. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 


Mr. NORRIS. Mr. President, as a further 
mark of respect to the memory of the deceased, | 
move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and 

The Senate oe 


part- 


To her 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monpbay, December 19, 1853. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


Prayer by the Rev. Wituiam H. Mirovry. 
TheJournal of Thursday was read and approved, 


Mr. MURRAY. I desire to present a report 
from the Committee on Printing. 


CREDENTIALS OF JOSE MANUEL GALLEGOS, 


Mr. BENTON. Iriseto a question of privi- 
lege. I ask to present the credentials of Seiior 
José Gallegos, a delegate from the Territory of 
New Mexico; and that he may besworn and take 
his seat. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire that the com- 
mission under which-it is proposed to introduce 
Mr. Gallegos may be read; and before any action 
is taken upon it, I desire to call the attention of 
the House to what I conceive to be the state of the 
case under this presentation—that neither of the 
contestants is prima facia entitled to a seat upon 
this floor. 

The credentials were read at the Clerk’s table 
as follows: 


United States of America, 
Territory of New Mevzico: 

I, David Meriwether, Governor of the Territory of New 
Mexico, do hereby certify, that on the twentieth day of 
September, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and 
three, and in my presence, William 8. Messervy, Secretary 
for said ‘Territory, proceeded to open and count the returns 
of votes given at a general election held in the several 
counties of said Territory, on the fifth day of the present 
month, for a Delegate to the Thirty-Third Congress of the 
United States, and that counting the entire vote, as re 
turned by the several prefects, the result stands as follows 
José Manuel Gallegos received..........e005+ 4.971 votes 
William Carr Lane received......cececsseees 4,526 


Majority for José Manuel Gallegos.......... 445 votes. 
And, that after throwing out of the count such returns 4s 
Were not made in strict accordance with law, the result 
stands as follows: 

José Manuel Gallegos received d 
William Carr Lane received........sse.esee.2;207 * 


Majority for José Manuel Gallegos.......... 539 «Co 
Therefore [, the said David Meriwether, Governor as 
aforesaid, do declare and make known that the said Jose 
Manuel Gallegos was and is duly elected Delegate trom 
said Territory to the Thirty-Third Congress of the United 
States, according to law. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto signed my name, 
[u. 8.) and affixed the seal of the Territory of New Mex 
ico, this twenty-first day of September, A. D. one 
thousand ei ight hundred and fifty-three. 
D. MERIWETHER. 
jy the Governor: 
; WitiraM S. Messervy, Secretary of Territor 





United States of America, 
Territory of New Mezico: 
, William S. Messervy, Secretary of the Territory of 

Ne WwW Mexico, do hereby certify, that on the 20th day of Sep- 
tember, A. D. 1853, and in the presence of the Governor of 
said Territory, 1 proceeded to count the returns of votes 
given at a general election held in the several c ounties sot 
said Territory, on the fifth day of September last, a 
Delegate to the Thirty-Third Congress of the United Str ate $5 
and that counting the entire vote as returned to this office by 
the several prefects, the result stands as follows: 
José Manuel Gallegos received............ mie 4,971 votes. 
William Carr Lane received............2.++.-4,026 “ 


Majority for José Manuel Gallegos.......... 445“ 





ifter throwing out of the count such returns as 


ywrdance with law, the result 


\ egosr Wiiadcas< ) } Votes 
\ ‘ rr Laner \ 1 2 204 
MI tv for Don José Manuel Gallegos..... 39 = 
There e. |. the said William 8. Messervy, Secretary as 
do hereby certify that the said José Manuel 
G was andis duly elected th Delegate from said 
ry to the Thirty-Third Congress of the United States, 
I »law. 
ctamonev whereof, | have hereunto signed my name 


id affixed my seal of the Territory of New 
NI ico, this second day of October, A. D. 1835. 

WM. 5. MESSERVY, Secretary of Territor 
Mr RICHARDSON. It seems that Mr. Gat- 
Lecos’s credentials are covered by two certificates, 
ch, of course, presents a prima facie case. l 
te, however, in explanation of the posi- 
| took, that previously the Secretary ot the 
lerritory issued a certificate in conflict, as | con- 
ceive, with the one just read. So far as any 
vestigation [ could make, it appeared that Mr. 
‘ cos came under the certificate of the Gov- 

f - I'he 

Secretary had givena certificate under his seal, and 
t that of the lerritory, to the contestant, Wi.- 
pram Carr Lane. Mr. Gauyieeos, being armed 


papers before nie show that the 


y 
} 


\ certificates from both of the officers of that 
Territory, presents himself, in compliance with the 
and I shall interpose no further objection to 
eing sworn in. ‘The case wiil be sent here- 
r, I presume, to the Committee on Elections. 
fior GALLEGOs was then presented to the 
Speaker by Mr. Benron, and took the usual oath 
t ippert the Constitution, 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise to what I 
conceive to be a privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Murray] is entitled to the floor, having 
riven way for the presentation of the credentials 
of the Delegate from the Territory of New Mexico, 
[Mr. GaLiecos.] 

Vir. MURRAY, from the Committee on Print- 
r,to whom the subject was referred, reported 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the members of the House Committee on 
Printing cause to be published and bound in pamphlet 
form, in such manner as may seem to them appropriate, for 
the use oft llouse, thirtv thousand copies of the proce ed- 
ings of the Senate and House of Representatives, and the 
add . in regard to the death of the late 
Vice Presidentof the United States, the Hon. Witutam R. 
LING, together with so much of the President’s message of 


\ 
iresses of the member 


> present session as relates thereto, and the proceedings 


f the Supreme Court of the United States on the same 
wm +; L 5 loat 
Ihe question was taken, and the resolution was 


EXCUSE FROM SERVING ON COMMITTEE. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I was honored with 
a posttion on the Committee on the Territories by 
the Speaker, and what I now request is simply that 
the Llouse will excuse me from serving on that 
committee. 

Mr. CULLOM. I am totally ignorant of the 
cause for which the gentleman asks to be excused 
rom serving on that committee. If he has given 
any to the House, we upon this side of the Hall 
have not heard it. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 
Virginia | 
€XcCuse d. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I did not suppose 
tit was necessary to offer to the House any 
reason why I desired to be excused from service 


On that committee. 


The gentleman from 
las given no reason why he should be 


t 

! I thought, as the committee 
was so entirely unimportant, and its duties re- 
quired so little labor, the simple expression of a 
desire on the part of a member, especially when 
his place could be so easily supplied, would address 
itself to the courtesy of this House, and be sufli- 
( tto obtain an exc ise, without any assignment 
of reasons for the request. I do not desire to 
ute any reasons, but respectfully ask the House 
to allow me to be excused from service upon that 
‘ I could state my reasons, if required. 
I should deem it a personal accommodation if the 
House will excuse me, and therefore I will leave 
it with them, without consuming further the time 
of the House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. So far as it would bea 
ersonal. accommodation 1 should be very glad 
to excuse the gentleman. 1 


ommiuttee, 


But the gentleman is 
mistaken as to the amount of labor to be per- 
formed by that committee, as also in reference to 


its importance. There are now, I believe, some 
seven Territories. The " | 


business for all the 
ry . 
ierritories pe sses through that committee. r} 


sme 
rat 
business is important, and requires experience. 
My friend from Virginia, [Mr. Smirn,] has that 


experience, and we very much need the benefit of 


his counsel and advice upon that committee. | 
trust, therefore, he will withdraw his ay ion 
to be excused. 

Mr. SMITH I trust that the privilege whi 
I ask of the House, of being excused, will be uc- 


piica 
t 


corded. I donot suppose, Sir, thatmy experience 
is so much appreciated by otners as it appears to 
be by the ventieman from IIlinois, [Mr. Ricuarp- 
SON, |} and hence | desire to be excused from ser- 
vice upon th it committee. | am out of } lace upon 
that committee, and wholly unacquainted with its 
duties, and have no experience to bring to the di 
charge of them. I beg that the House will excuse 
me,as [ have requested, and allow me to content 
myself with an outside position in reference to that 
committee. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 
(Mr. Smiru] 


reason, why he desired to be excused, that the 


My colleague from Virginia 
assigned as one, and the princi 


duties of that committee were entirely unimport- 
ant. I am as much disposed as any member of 
this House to grant any reasonable req lest of my 
colleacue; but 1 differ entirely from him in regard 
to the position he takes in relation to the import- 
ance of the Committee onthe Territories. So far 


from being entirely unimportant, it Is at this time 
constituted 
I fear that1 iy col- 
leacue has not given to the business of that commit- 


one of the most important committees 
by the Speake r of this House. 
tee that reflection and attention which he usually 
gives to subjects upon whieh he is called to act. 
if the reason assigned be the only excuse of my 
colleague, however much I may desire to grant a 
personal accommodation under other circumstan- 
ces, I shall be compelled to vote against his 
request. 

The question was then taken, and there were, 
on a division, ayes 103; noes not counted. 

So Mr. Smiru was excused from service on the 
committee. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to present: to 
the House, for the purpose of reference to the 
Committee on Elections, the evidence and poll- 
book in the contested election case from New 
Mexico. 
minous,and I desire to send them to that commit- 
tee. 


The documents in this case are volu- 


There being no objection, it was so ordered. 
REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL 
LAND OFFICE. 

Mr. DISNEY. [offer the following resolution, 
and ask that it be referred to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved, That five hundred extra copies of the report 


of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, with ac 
companying documents, be printed for the use of said office. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution, under the 
rules of the House, will go to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Will not the 
ventleman from Ohio amend his resolution by 
increasing the number of copies ? . 

Mr. DISNEY. Il simply desire to say to the 
House that! offer the resolution at the request of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and 
that the number named was suggested by himself. 
My object is simply to have the resolution referred 
to the Committee on Printing, conformable to the 
rules angppractice of the House. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
resolution will goto the Committee on Printing. 

There being no of jection, it was so ordered. 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. I rise to a 
privileged question. The congressional district 
which i now represent is, in part, composed of 
the county of Herkimer, formerly represented 
by Alexander Buell. There is I 
the documents printed for that congressional dis- 
trict that remain with the Clerk. 1 desire to offer 
a resolution that they shall be delivered to me for 
distribution in that district. 

Several Members. 
ilege. 

Mr. DISNEY. 
resolution—— 


Mr. WALSH. 


in order now. 


| 
a large 


[tis not aquestion of priv- 


iY 
: 


I 
I desire to offer the following 


[ object. Resolutions are not 


share of 
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Mr. DISNEY. I moveto suspend the rules 


e purpose of introducing the resolution which 

I wish to present. 

Mr. RICHARDSON Read it for information 

The resolution was then read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committ n P I 3 | ww 
thorized to empl svlerk ata « pensatl i exc 
ing tour dollars per « 

Mr HOUSTON The gentleman can re ch 
his ot twhen committees are ca ed for reports. 

The SPEAKER. Reports are now in orde 
irom committees. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 





Mr. HOUSTON, ft the Committee on Ways 
ind Means, reported tl f wing | : which 
were severally read by their titles and referred to 
the ( mm e¢ tt W eo Lhe ne 
U) ion, ind oT lered t rit ed 

A bill making ropriatio for \ ind 

itic expenses of he G rl t the 
nd r the ‘ith 7 ‘ ISS 
to su | y de lé t ‘ 1 ) n 
tions ! e service ¢ \ r € e 
stl Tur . LRo d 

A bill mal propria for th ent of 
invalid and othe of e [| . es, 
for the year € ding the ou i June, [S855 


CLERK FOR COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS. 


When the Committee on P Lands was 
} 1 


cared 


Mr. DISNEY said: I now desire to introduce 


from the Committee on Public Lands the resolu- 
tion in regard to which I ked the unanimous 
consent of the House a few minutes a I offer, 
in behalf of that committee, the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be au 
thorized to employ a clerk al a compensation not, exceeding 


tour dollars a day. 


Mr. PRATT. I ask the gentleman whether it 
has been customary for that 
clerk? 


Mr. DISNEY. It is, perhaps, proper for me 


| i 

to say to the House, in connection with thi ub- 
ject, that I should not have asked for the adoption 
ofa resolution of this sort if, in my opinion, it 
were not imperatively required. The amount of 


labor imposed upon ‘that committee is, perhaps 
familiar to a majority of the members of this 
House. F 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, (interrupting,) I 
wish to inquire whether this resolution come up 
in order as a report of a committee? 

The SPEAKER. It was introduced by the 
gentleman from Ohio as a report from t 
mittee on Public Lands 

Mr. DAVIS. I will only say that I should 
object to its introduction out of order. 

Mr. DISNEY. To illustrate, if the House 
will permit me: at the first meeting of our 
mittee we found referred to us forty-five petitions 


and the history of the labors of that ¢ 


ie Com- 





shows that in a single Congress they have had as 
many as between four and five hundred bills upon 
; > 2 } 1. ™ yr 1 , P . 

tneir calendar. The se DUIS require a V imount 
of investigation, and the constant attention of the 
members of that committee; the whole forming a 


mass of labor utterly impossible for tl 


y if ein to pere- 
form, and, at the sume time, pay any sort of re- 
gard to their other legislative dl it es. : To impose 
the duties of clerk upon the secretary of that com- 
mittee would be denyis * to him entirely the privi- 
leve of exerci ing his legisiative functior 

It is trne the committee might employ a 


at the expense of the individual met 


apprehend that it is hardly | ecoming the 





of this Congress to imy e upon any one 
’ 
members labors which require him to saci e his 
other duties, or empl yy assistance at his own ex- 
pro) 


pense. 


So far as I am individually concerned, the dut 


f clerk do not iffect me:and so far 


Oo 


whether it is adopted or not. 


lution applies to myself, | do not ca 
But, : r, it 18 to 
impose a wrong upon other members of the 
mittee not to grant this request. It is wrong to 


require any member of this House to perform 


labor that will compel him to neglect luties as 
1 Representative upon tu floor. I repeat, it is 
beneath the dignity of tl House to impose upon 
its committees, labors they cannot perfor: with- 
out either foregoing a participatio n the labors 


' 


LN ce a Et 
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of trie liou e or defraving the expenses of em- 
] yinsa istance from their own pockets. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio Will my col 
lé ‘ vy me tounterrunt him for a momentr 
vi DISNEY Certainly, I v . but betore 
} MA iy enous ' Wome ol remark c 
HI my { id, and, | am sure, will not take o 
wt 1t L intend t Ly | allude to a pra 
tice w i has crown up here until it has become 
ext UNE [tis a common—almost uni- 
versal practice that whenever a gentieman rises 
to ¢ i i this floor he cannot be allowed to 
proceed for three minutes without being inter- 
! ted i do not say this to any particular indi- 
lus ind should not say tt to the ventieman 
f n Ohio, Mr. Campnecy,) if he were not my 
friend; but what | say is true, and it is & practice 
w“ en | teriyv detest 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I am very willing to re- 
eeive any suggestion from my colleague in rela 
tion this system of interruption which he may 
be pleased to give, although I think that perhaps 


he is as much in the habit of violating the rule 


which he seeks to lay down as any gentleman 
pon this floor : 

Mr. DISNEY Oh, no! oh, no! 

Mr. CAMPBELL I did not rise to interrupt 
mv colle ie, but merely to suggest to him in the 
kindest manner po sible a defect in his resolution: 


angd,it ne is not prepared to receive itina kindly 


Vir. DISNEY. 


Certainly; I will receive it in 
vir. CAMPBELL. Then we may debate its 


Mr. DISNEY. I will receive any suggestion 
from my colleague. : 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Now, sir, we had a little 
trouble the other day in relation toa matter of this 
kind If it is necessary to employ a clerk for this 
committee, [do not wish to throw any obstacles 
im the way. ‘The resolution offered by my col- 
league authorizes the committee toemploy a clerk 
at afixed salary per day, without limiting the 
time; and hence, if it should pass in its present 
shape, that committee would be authorized to em- 
ploy aclerk all the time, even during the whole 
year, at the salary therein named. I rose, there- 
fore, to suggest to my colleague that he should 
amend his proposition by adding to his resolution 
that the committee be authorized to employ a 
clerk at a rate of compensation not to exceed four 
dollars per day for the time he may be actually 
employe d during the session; because, if the re 80- 
luuien is not so modified, I shall vote against it. 
Gentlemen will find that the resolution passed the 
other day, giving a clerk to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, was restricted; and for one I 
never will consent to give the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands a greater privilege in this respect than 
the Committee on Ways and Means, whose duties 
are known to be greater, and involve more respon- 
sibility than those of any other committee. I 
would, therefore, suggest to my friend that he 
would modify his resolution; and if he is not dis- 
posed to do so himself, I hope he will yield the 
floor, so that some other member may have an 
opportunity of doing so. 

Mr. DISNEY. In conformity with the usual 
practice of the House, I have had a speech made 
within my speech. My friend over the way [Mr. 
CAMPBELL] Is a warm personal friend of mine, and 
I take all the remarks which he has made on this 
occasion in good feeling. I was not, however, 
complaining of-him, but of the practice which has 
grown up in this House, and of which | must 
take this opportunity of expressing my abhor- 
rence, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I rise to a question of or- 
der. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
will state bis point of order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman is not dis- 
cussing the proposition before the House, but is 
complaining, if | may Say so, In rather a petulant 
manner of the general conduct of this body. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Disney] will confine himself to the subject- 
matter before the House. 

Mr. DISNEY. My colleague knows full well 
that [am not the man to make any remark ina 
petulant spirit. I think he will, if he reflects, be 
ready to admit that |! am about as sweet a tem- 
pered man as any in this House. 


But, sir, let that pass. I come back to the sub- 


ject of the resolution, ‘The suggest nmade by my 
colleague may perhaps be well enough in the end 
if it did not involve a charge against the discretion 
and judgment of the committee itself. 

| think that the House should presume that in 
all such case » the commiltee Will exer ea fall 
ind just discretion in the appointment; in the first 
place, that they will not employ a clerk, unless 
the state of business really requires the services 
of one; in the second piace, that they will en- 
deavor to select such an individual as will best 


discharge the ¢ 


services of suc 
they will disel 
That is the re 
But, sir, if the 
discretion of th 
or in any oth 
the resolution, 
to employ a clk 
proper. ‘That 
this parts ilar 
will not undert 
longer than the 
quire, 1 belies 
resolution prec 
mittee, and |1 


Lands, of wh 
however, as a 
it necessary th 
is a delicate su 
myself are con 
why I am opp 
am opposed to 
sitions of a si 
Mr. DISNI 
should state t 
who has justt 
against this ret 
ber of the con 
then, as he st 
allowing clerk 
Mr. PRAT’ 
rentieman fro 
question in @ 
tended it, at ] 
been usual to 
fee-——- 
Mr. DISNE 
I had forgotter 
Mr. PRAT 
to answer the 
of me, whow 
gress, answer 
manner, thats 
Now, sir, I 
privilege as tl 
mittee is entitl 
all the commit 
lar assistance? 
tees constituter 7 a 
for this House. It is well known that a large 
portion of legislation is done by the committees 
at the present day; and if they are to have an 


assistant—some one employed at the expense of 


the Government, to draw up their bills, resolu- 
tions, and so forth, why they can have very little 
to do themselves. Asa matter of cougge, I take 
it for granted that gentlemen come h to serve 
their constituents and their country, and are pre- 
pared to devote their time to that service. With 
that view of the matter, I am opposed, utterly 
opposed, to the appointment of clerks for any 
committees. 

Mr. COBB, (interrupting.) I should have said, 
whilst I was up just now, that if any committee 
of this House deserves a clerk, it is the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. If the labors to be per- 
formed this session are such as we have had to 
perform during former Congresses, I say, with- 
out fear of contradiction, that there are more 
cases to be considered by that committee than by 
any other committee of the House. I know that 
such was the case during the last Congress. 

Sir, lam opposed to the general principle of 
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committee, none deserves it better than the C, m- 
mittee on Public Lands, in view of the labors of 
that committee. 

Mr. PRATT. I will admit that what the 
leman from Alabama Says 1s true. The du: 


en. 


of that committee are doubtless arduous. I y, 


' 


he other day in favor of allowing the Commi: 
on Ways and Means a clerk, at four dol] ITS Ne} 


diem, because it is customary for that committ 
to have a clerk 


I was opposed to allowing that 
committee a clerk at a salary of fifteen hundred 


dollars per annum. I have since had occasion to 


House. 

Mr. COBB. 
itis perhaps a 
to define my p ; 
1 invariably 4 
clerk by any ¢ 
employment of 


auc vau sr we previous question was then 
seconded, and the main question was ordered to 
be put. 

At the request of Mr. ORR, the resolution, as 
modified, was read. 

Mr. WALSH. I understood that the mod- 
ification was to limit the pay to the time actually 
employed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That was put in the orizinal 
resolution. 

The question was then taken upon the adop- 
tion of the resolution as modified, and there were, 
upon a division, ayes 101; noes not counted. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. HENN moved to reconsider the vote just 
taken, and also to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


DEATH OF HON. C. G. ATHERTON. 


A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Asspury Dicktins, Esq., its Secre 
tarv, communicating to the House the following 
resolution passed by that body: 


6 Resolved unanimously, That the Senate deeply lament 
the recent death of the Hon. CHaRLes GoRDON ATHERTON, 


the thing; but if a clerk is to be allowed to any || who, at the time of hisdecease, was a member of this body 
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State of New Hampshire ; and tenders to his widow Ata term of court held at Manchester. in No His familiar presence will no longer adorn the 
sympathy in this most afilictive bereavement.”’ : . . enamine , : , . . } 
4 1 aL the Secretar ssmentent a ay rf vemoers Mr. ATHERTON was pi ent, actively Sv ul circie, hor ginadden again the vereaveud one 
Ordered, n iry , unt le i py « : ; : . : , ; 
the foregoing resolution to the widow of the deceased, and engaged in professional business. While stu who mourns his loss in the pleasant home his 
' > - , ? i 1 
furt rf t he mninunicate th e proceedings t »> the House ing in his p ice in the var convers FWihanotl r leparture | 77 l¢ ¢ te. But } > name will 
of Representatives, counselor, re specting the d osition of cause, veamong | t recolle yns of his weli-spent 
Mr. HIBBARD rose and said: Mr. Speaker, he Waa atriken wilh paralvsis tle was carried te. His t memory W and bright- 
‘few da \ en with an ¢ é ron to fade away 
Mf November In conclusion, si , | offer the f owing resolu- 
n detail upor K 1, ' at, as a testimonial t 
are part and f the meniory Wa i. ATue s. late r 
ive bodies in of the United States Sen row d i he s 
wie and otficers of this House will go into mour sal 
ver day of the crape on the farm ' ty day 
1. Wit 1 his Re ed, That the Clerk be directed to mintinicate a 
led habits of | Copy of these resolutions to the widow of the deceased 
Reso As at er u ect, t thee use 
7ise. B th . : b Al Hou 
\ ao now at iri 
7 which olten . 
¥ your The resolutions hav en read, 
8 es Oo 


ire, and deait 

character of Mr. OR 
henge, rather Mr. Sreaker: I se, . to second the resol 
be Bi t there tions of mv honora le frie} d fragn ow ebtn 
TEs on wish || akira.’ T ixee bebe 0 eaetieameny ts hee haben 


, and poured result y from the polit i triumphs of New 
words that Ham ire’s s: and now, when the heavy hand 
Jeifersonian | of at tion sorely « esses them, I come to 
itieal faith to mit emy tears with theirs, and to soothe their 
ng period of | grief by heartfelt sympathy in their sorrow. 
ed. He was rhe death of Mr. Arnerron—so sudden and 
,a strict ob- untimely—is w calculated to arrest our atten- 
Constitution, tion, and teaches us how precarious and evanes- 
flinching de- | cent is life and its pursuits. When the heart, 
ES. No fea- with all its glowing atfectio the intellect, with 
re distinctly all its noble powers—are « yngealed by the chilling 
romisipng op- embrace of de ith, whata stril r tiitustration is 
hts and insti-. presented of the emptiness of worldly renown 
what source” and the vanity of earthly honor. 
quarter they But yesterday he w s in our midst, full of life, 


jay were lib- and hope, and promise; enjoying physical and 
uge, in times intellectual vigor—modestly wearine the hich 


but it moved’ honorsof his loving and beloved State—a brilliant 
fident of the senatorial career opening to his view—a prow 
omsequences, | intellect, enriched with the treasures of learning 
idg ment had and experience—sustain | by a confidiy ry, gen- 

; erous constituency, and with ‘the laudable ambi- 


tion of a noble heart fully gratified, how hopeful 





he not. and promising to him was the future. 

teommanded sul to-day the scene is 8a lly changed The 

@ avrreement. fi es of his intellect are uenched: his be ly is cold 

the ; urity of and lifeless: his future | rhtéd: and all his hones, 
ets f it and those of cherished friends, blasted Fle is 

8a . it ’ 

n discussion dead 


»day ot clear ‘T ne Iv r a d the dead statesmen of New 
h he looked Hampshire have imbued her loyal sons with pure 
sentiments of justi d consti tional right, and 


t the scene of | Wherever patriotism has demanded a service or a 


hose present || sacrifice in the face of hostile armaments, or in the 

ave been se- counciis of the cou ry,the ca upor er ; has 

ot the creat been never made in vy . That inflexil ty ind 

4d.in profes integrity of political rpose which sig res the 

wend time t character of any pe e is, in a high degree, the 

: . ~~ t awe uo wee ) “Well UPON the anticipated duties of his senato- resultof the upright and fearless public conduct of 
permitted by the interruptions of political life he rial station, to which he was proy osing soon to. those whose position, ed tion, experience, and 
continued to the last in the active practice of his | repair—the chosen -representat ve of his beloved virtue desionate them as the fit exemplars for pe p 
chosen profession. As a lawyer, it is not too || State—largely honored with the friendship and ular imitation. Political licentiousne n public 
much to say of him that he stood in the front rank | confidence of the Chief Magistrate of the nation. men soon devastates the morals of the people. 
of a bar which has always been fruitful of legal | A few days, and the tidings came that death had | But Arnerron, Woonnery, and a host of others 
strength andacumen. His place was side by side | touched him with his palsying hand. Another whose genius has illuminated every page of her 
with such compeers as Pierce, Woodbury, Park- | interval of painful suspense, and we knew that he | history, and whose: es are already inscribed on 
er, Bartlett, and Bell—following, not unworthily, slept the sleep which knows no waking. ‘** The the rolls of an honorable fame, have preserved the 
in the path of those earlier ‘‘ giants of the law,”’ | silver cord was loosed; the golden bowl was | political morals and pri: es of New Hamp- 
Webster, Mason, and Jeremiah Smith. broken; the pitcher was broken at the fountain.’’ shire uncorrupted in the past, and incorruptible, 

In 1830, if I rightly remember, hecommenced his | The mourners had gone about the streets, and he we trust, in the future. 

public career as a representative from Nashua in had gone to his long home. Let the honest historian who toils for posterity 
the New Hampshire Legislature. In this office he (£m canted wen, of antenna’ beat. exonerate the granite bound State from the sus- 


was continued for a period of several years. He Back to its mansion call the fleeting breath ? vicion of selfishness and venality. Let the honest 
: ) 


was Speaker of the House of Representatives for Can honor’s voice provoke the silent d 1istorian tell our children with what fidelity she 
the last three of those years. In March, 1837, Or flattery soothe the dull, cold ear of death 2” stood by the Constitution and its compromises. 
he was chosen one of the Representatives of New It was not his fate to waste by slow decay. | And finally, let the honest hist 
Hampshire, in the National Congress, where he | No gradually-advancing decrepitude, nor torturing with the memory of Cuarates G. Aruerron, by 


remained for three successive terms. At the ex- || malady, nor faltering of the outworn faculties gave | telling that no man lived within her borders who 


piration of that period he was transferred to the premonition of his approaching end. Suddenly | devoted his energies and talents more sedulously 
Senate of the United States for the term of six || and without warning, ‘‘ ere his eye was dimmed, asa legislator and citizen than he to the pros- 





' / ] e] 
orian cdeal justiy 


years. In November, 1852, he was again elected | or his natural force abated,’’ he was stricken perity of the whole country, and to the dissemi- 
to the Senate, and occu] ied a seatin that body down in the maturity of his intelle ‘t, the vigor ol n ation of elevated political ethi 

during the Executive session succeeding the inau- | his manhood, and the pride of place and power He knew no sectionalism—the Constitution 
uration of President Pierce, in March last. His voice will be heard no more in yonder Hall. || was his chart. He was faithful to his own con- 
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of the House or defraying the expenses of em- 
ployinz tt 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Will my col 


tance from their own pockets, 


leave Vv me to interrupt him for a moments 
Mr. DISNEY. Certainly, | will; but before 
doing go will my colleazue allow me one remark ? 
Heis my friend, and, | am sure, will not take of- 
ferise at what [intend to say. I allude to a prac- 
tice which has grown up here until it has become 


the grossest abuse. It is a common- almost uni- 
versal practice—that whenever a gentleman rises 
to speak upon this floor he cannot be allowed to 
proceed for three minutes without being inter- 
rupted { do not say this to any pariicular indi- 
vidual, and should not say it to the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Camppect,]) if he were not my 
friend; but what I Say is ee, Be itisa practice 
which | utterly detest. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I am very willing to re- 
ceive any suggestion from my colleague in rela- 
tion to this system of interruption which he may 
be pleased to give, although | think that perhaps 
he is as much in the habit of violating the rule 
which he seeks lay down as any gentleman 
pon thite floor 

Mr. DISNEY. Oh, no! oh, no! 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I did not rise to interrupt 
my colleague, but merely to suggest to him in the 
kindest manner possible a defect in his resolution; 
and, if he is not prepared to receive it in a kindly 
Bpirit 

Mr. DISNEY. Certainly; 1 will receive it in 
that spirit. 

‘Mr. CAMPBELL. 
propriety 

Mr. DISNEY. 
from my colleagzue. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Now, sir, we had a little 
trouble the other day in relation toa matter of this 
kind. If itis necessary to employ a clerk for this 
committee, [do not wish to throw any obstacles 
inthe way. The resolution offered by my col- 
leayue authorizes the committee toemploy a clerk 
at a fixed salary a day, without limiting the 
time; and hence, if should pass in its present 
shape, that committee would be authorized to em- 
ploy aclerk all the time, even during the whole 
year, at the salary therein named. I rose, there- 
fore, to suggest to my colleague that he should 
amend his proposition by adding to his resolution 
that the committee be authorized to employ 4 
clerk at a rate of compensation not to exceed four 
dollars per day for the time he may be actually 
employed during the session; because, if the reso- 
lution is not so. modified, I shall vote against it. 
Gentlemen will find that the resolution passed the 
other day, giving a clerk to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, was restricted; and for one I 
never will consent to give the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands a greater privilege in this respect than 
the Committee on Ways and Means, whose duties 

e known to be greater, and involve more respon- 
sibility than those of any other committee. I 
would, therefore, suggest to my friend that he 
would modify his resolution; and if he is not dis- 
posed te do so himself, I hope he will yield the 
floor, so that some other member may have an 
opportunity of doing so. 

Mr. DISNEY. In conformity with the usual 
practice of the House, I have had a speech made 
within my speech. My friend over the way [Mr. 
CAMPBELL] Is a warm personal friend of mine, and 
I take all the remarks which he has made on this 
occasion in good feeling. I was not, however, 
complaining of him, but of the practice which has 
grown up in this House, and of which I must 
take this opportunity of expressing my abhor- 
rence, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
der. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
will state his point of order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman is not dis- 
cussing the proposition before the House, but is 
complaining, if | may say so, in rather a petulant 
manner of the general conduct of this body. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Disney] will confine himself to the subject- 
matter before the House. 

Mr. DISNEY. My colleague knows full well 
that Lam not the man to make any remark ina 
petulant spirit, I think he will, if he reflects, be 
ready to admit that Iam about as sweet a tem- 
pered man as any in this House. 


Then we may debate its 


[ will receive any suggestion 





I rise to a question of or- 


But, sir, let that pass. 
ject of the resolution. The suggestion made by my 
colleague may perhaps be well enough in the end 
if it did not involve a che urge against the discretion 
and judgment of the committee itself. 

I think that the House should presume that in 

all such cases, the committee will exercise a fair 
and just discretion in the appointment; in the first 
place, that they will not employ a clerk, unless 
the state of business real ly requires the services 
of one; in the second place, that they will en- 
deavor to select such an individual as will best 
discharge the duties; and finally, that when the 
services of such an officer become unnecessary, 
they will discharge him from their employment. 
That is the reasonable presumption in the case. 
But, sir, if the House are unwilling to trust to the 
discretion of the committee in this particular case, 
or in any other, let them, by express words in 
the resolution, limit the power of the committee 
to employ a clerk to such time as they may think 
proper. That there is a necessity fora clerk in 
this particular case, | know. ‘That the committee 
will not undertake to retain the services of a clerk 
longer than the necessities of the case seem to re- 
quire, 1 believe, and hence I have reported the 
resolution precisely as it was adopted by the com- 
mittee, and | now leave it for the decision of the 
House. 

Mr. COBB. I avail myself of this occasion, as 
it is perhaps as appropriate as any other will be, 
to define my position in regard to these matters. 
| invariably vote against the employment of a 
clerk by any committee, and I am opposed to the 

employmentof aclerk for the Committee on Publie 
Lands, of which | am a member. Inasmuch, 
however, as a majority of our committee deemed 
it necessary that we should have a clerk, and asit 
is a delicate subject, so far as my colleagues and 
myself are conc erned, I shall not state any reasons 
why I am opposed to it, but will only add that | 
am opposed to this motion, as | am to all propo- 
sitions of a similar character. 

Mr. DISNEY. It is probably right that I 
should state that the gentleman from Alabama, 
who has just taken his seat, voted in the committee 
against this resolution, and he was the only mem- 
ber of the committee who so voted. He stated 


I come back to the sub- 


then, as he states now, that he was opposed to | 


allowing clerks to any committees. 

Mr. PRATT. 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Disney] a very civil 
question in a very respectful manner, or, | in- 
tended it, at least. I inquired of him if it had 
been usual to employ a clerk for this commit- 
tee——— 

Mr. DISNEY. 
I had forgotten it. 

Mr. PRATT. 


The gentleman did not see fit 


Some minutes since I asked the | 


I ask the gentleman’s pardon; | 


to answer the question; but a gentleman in front 


of me, who was also a member of the last Con- 
gress, answered my question in a gentlemanly 
manner, that such had not been the practice, 
Now, sir, | am opposed to granting any such 
privilege as this to a committee. If one com- 
mittee is entitled to a clerk, why, I ask, are not 


all the committees of this House entitled to simi- | 


lar assistance? For what object are the commit- 
tees constituted? They are to furnish legislation 
for this House. It is well known that a large 
portion of legislation is done by the committees 
at the present day; and if they are to have an 
assistant—some one employed at the expense of 
the Government, to draw up their bills, resolu- 
tions, and so forth, why they can have very little 
to do themselves. Asa matter of cougge, I take 
it for granted that gentlemen come h to serve 
their constituents and their country, and are pre- 
pared to devote their time to that service. With 
that view of the matter, I am opposed, utterly 
opposed, to the appointment of clerks for any 
committees, 

Mr. COBB, (interrupting.) I should have said, 
whilst | was up just now, that if any committee 


of this House deserves a clerk, it is the Commit- | 


tee on Public Lands. If the labors to be per- 


formed this session are such as we have had to | 


perform during former Congresses, I say, with- 
out fear of contradiction, that there are more 
cases to be considered by that committee than by 
any other committee.of the House. I know that 
such was the case during the last Congress. 


Sir, lam opposed to the general principle of | 
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committee, none deserves it better than the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, in view of the labors 
that committee. 

Mr. PRATT. I will admit that what the ren- 
tleman from Alabama says is true. The dutice 
of that committee are doubtless arduous. I voted 
the other day in favor of allowing the Com: nit 
on Ways and Means aclerk, at four ielines 2 per 
diem, betel itis customary for that committee 
tohaveaclerk I was opposed to allowing that 
committee a clerk at a salary of fifteen hundred 
dollars per annum. I have since had occasion to 
regret that I voted to allow them aclerk at al! 
even at four dollars a day. 

I deem it the duty of every committee of this 
House to attend to the discharge of its legitir 
functions. 





of 


late 
I have understood that members have 


sought places upon certain committees. If the 
members of the Committee on Public Lands have 
sought their places on that committee, they ought 
to be willing to discharge the dation incident 
thereto. I propose now in regard to that com- 
mittee—and I know but little about it—indeed, | 
only know two gentlemen upon it, the gentleman 
from Alabama, {Mr. Coss,] and the gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mr. Disney,] that if they have oner- 
ous duties to perform, and are unable to perform 
them, and will say so, there are other gentler men 
in this House who will readily take their places, 
[Laughter.}] I hope that the resolution will not 
pass, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Believing that the debate 
has taken up time enough, I call for the previous 
question. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I trust that the gentle- 
man will withdraw his call for the previous ques- 
tion until I make a single remark. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I withdraw my call for 
the previous question. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, IT think 
that the Committee on Public Lands ought to 
have a clerk, but with restrictions. 

Mr. DISNEY. With the gentleman’s permis- 
sion, | modify my resolution so as to limit its 
operation to the present session. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It is my sincere con- 
viction that any young man who has the least 
prospect before him in the world, and comes here 
a accepts a clerkship, is on the sure road to 
ruin. I regret that this is so. The amount paid 
these clerks while employed—four dollars per 
day—is a matter of no consideration; but you 
make loafers of them, as a general thing, when 
they are out of employment. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 

Mr. DISNEY. 
the resolution. 

Mr. LETCHER. Thesense of the Fosse, in 
respect to the matter, can be as well tested ona 
motion to lay upon the table as in any other way. 
| demand the yeas and nays upon my motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered; 18 only 
voting in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to lay the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. DISNEY. I call for the previous question 
on the adoption of the resolution. 

The call for the previous question was then 
seconded, and the main question was ordered to 
be put. 

At the request of Mr. ORR, the resolution, as 
modified, was read. 

Mr. WALSH. I understood that the mod- 
ification was to limit the pay to the time actually 
employed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
resolution. 

The question was then taken upon the adop- 
tion of the resolution as modified, and there were, 
upon a division, ayes 101; noes not counted. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. HENN moved to reconsider the vote just 


Let us havea direct vote upon 


That was put in the original 


taken, and also to lay the motion to reconsider 


upon the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


YEATH OF HON. C. G. ATHERTON. 


A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Assury Dickiws, Esq., its Secre 
tary, communicating to the House the following 
resolution passed by that body: 


‘6 Resolved unanimously, That the Senate deeply lament 
the recent death of the Hon. CHaRLEs GorDON ATHERTON, 


the thing; but if a clerk is to be allowed to any \| who, at the time of his decease, was a member of this body 


